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2009 CBC SPRING HEALTH BRAINTRUST AND NATIONAL MINORITY QUALITY FORUM 6TH ANNUAL HEALTH DISPARITIES LEADERSHIP SUMMIT & AWARDS DINNER 
DAY 1 – APRIL 27, 2009 

7:00 AM REGISTRATION & BREAKFAST Foyer 
8:15 AM Opening Plenary: Minority Consumers in the US Health Care Market Place: The Paradigm Shift Begins 

Opening addresses: 
Delegate Donna Christensen, Chair, Congressional Black Caucus Health Braintrust 
Gary Puckrein, PhD (President & CEO, National Minority Quality Forum) 
Moammad Akhter, Exec Dir, NMA (Invited) 
Elena Rios, Exec Dir, NHMA (Invited) 
Millicent Gorham, MBA; Executive Director National Black Nurses Association 

Ritz Carlton 
Ballroom 

8:55 AM BREAK/SESSION TRANSITION Foyer 

9:00 AM 
 

Joint Community/ 
Policy 1 

Comparative effectiveness: Closing the disparity gap? 
Carolyn Clancy, Director Agency for Health Care Research and Quality 
Doug Badger, Senior Fellow, Center for Medicine in the Public Interest 
Cybele Bjorkland, Staff director, House ways and means committee’s health subcommittee, US 

House of Representatives 

Ritz Carlton 
Ballroom 

 CME Session 1 
 

Evidence-based solutions to eliminating CVD disparities 
Keith Ferdinand, MD; Association of Black Cardiologists 
Elizabeth Ofili, MD; Morehouse School of Medicine, ‘The Community Physicians Network: A 

Partnership for Quality Healthcare’ 
Kirk Geter, DPM, President Elect, American College of Foot & Ankle Orthopedics & Medicine 

Plaza 
Ballroom 

 JOINT COMMUNITY AND POLICY SESSION TRANSITION 

10:00 AM 
Joint Community/ 
Policy 2 

 

Diabetes in Medicare 
G. Puckrein PhD ‘Health care consumption patterns in Medicare’ 
Diana Reed, Amylin Pharmaceuticals: A presentation of the Diabetes Atlas, a unique online tool, 

designed to illustrate the prevalence of diabetes among various ethnicities and ages 
Enrique Caballero, MD: ‘Novel therapies in diabetes care’ 
Gail Nunlee-Bland, MD; Howard University 
Jay Hedlund, NovoNordisk; ‘The Medicare Diabetes Screening Project: video presentation 

Ritz Carlton 
Ballroom 
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10:45 AM  CME Session 2 

Reducing pain disparities: treatment strategies’ 
Edward Treadwell, MD: ‘RA disparities in minorities’- treatment of osteoarthritis  
Luis Espinoza, MD: ‘Management of pain in patients with rheumatoid arthritis’ 
Carolyn Britton, MD: “The Neurology of HIV Infection” 

Plaza 
Ballroom 

11:00 AM 

Joint Community/ 
Policy 3 

 
 

Evidence-based approaches to eliminating cardiovascular disease disparities 
Moderator: Keith Ferdinand, MD; Chief Science Officer, Association of Black Cardiologists 
Opening address: Jack Lewin, MD; CEO, American College of Cardiology 
The CVD Atlas – Novartis 
Kevin Heffernan, PhD; ‘Racial differences in central blood pressure control.’ 
Rani Whitfield, MD; AHA volunteer, Power Ambassador and 
American Stroke Association Advisory Committee member: 
‘Community/advocacy initiatives to reducing CVD disparities’ 

Ritz Carlton 
Ballroom 

12:20 PM BREAK/SESSION TRANSITION Foyer 

12:30 PM 

BOOKER T. WASHINGTON AWARD LUNCHEON 
Presentation 
Thomas R. Insel, MD, Director, National Institute of Mental Health: "No Health Without Mental Health" 
Keynote Address: 
The Honorable Roy Blunt 
Introduction of the Bernardo Alberto Houssay Award: 
Rachele Berria, MD; US Medical Director, Roche 
Bernardo Alberto Houssay Award  
Enrique Caballero, MD, Joslin Diabetes Center 
Introduction of the Booker T. Washington Award: 
Chris Foster, Managing Director, Chairman, U.S. Healthcare, Burson-Marsteller 
Booker T. Washington Award: 
Medtronic, Inc. (H. James Dallas, Senior Vice President, Quality and Operations – accepting on behalf of Medtronic, 
Inc.) 

Ritz Carlton 
Ballroom 

2:00 PM BREAK/SESSION TRANSITION Foyer 
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2:15 PM CONCURRENT CHANNELS  

 Joint Community/ 
Policy 4 

Reimbursement in Medicare: impact on CKD patients 
Moderator: Randall Maxey, MD 
Jeffrey Kelman, MD; Centers for Medicare and Medicaid: ‘Bundling of ESRD services’ 
Kidney Care Partners: ‘Profiling CKD prevalence in minorities: The CKD Atlas’ 
JoVonn Hughley; Georgia Medical Care Foundation: ‘CKD quality of care initiative’  
Meredith Matthews, MD; Chief Medical Officer, VillageHealth  

Ritz Carlton 
Ballroom 

 CME Session 3 

Impact of Diabetes in minorities 
Moderator: Larry Agodoa, MD, FACP, Director, Chronic Kidney Disease and End Stage Renal 

Disease Programs 
James Gavin, MD; Emory University School of Medicine 
Kenyatta Lee, MD; University of Florida College of Medicine: “Diabetes Rapid Access Program 

(DRAP)” 

Plaza 
Ballroom 

3:15 PM BREAK/SESSION TRANSITION Foyer 

3:20 PM Joint Community/ 
Policy 5 

Topic: ‘Improving quality of care in our 21st century health system’  
Moderator: Melissa Bishop-Murphy, Esq. Senior Director, Pfizer 
Deborah E. Jones, PhD, RN; Johns Hopkins School of Nursing 
 
Alethia Jackson, Vice President, Federal Affairs, AHIP 
Roba Whiteley (Together Rx Access)  
 
Anne Wilkins, Executive Vice President, Healthways 

Ritz Carlton 
Ballroom 

4:30 PM CLOSING 
PLENARY 

THE HIV/AIDS ATLAS: 
Speaker: Carl W. Dieffenbach, PhD, Director, Division of AIDS, NIAID  

Ritz Carlton 
Ballroom 

 END OF DAY ONE SESSIONS 

5:30 PM AMA RECEPTION Speaker: Joseph Heyman, MD, AMA Board Of Trustees 
Ritz Carlton 

Ballroom 
Foyer 
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7:00 PM Town Hall 
Meeting/Dinner 

Town Hall Meeting and Dinner 
“Health care reimbursement: A time for reform?” 

Keynote address: Tammy Banks, American Medical Association 
‘‘Diagnosis and Cure for the Broken Claims Process’’ 

Opening remarks: Rep. John Shadegg  
Presenters: 

 David Satin, MD: ‘The Impact of pay for performance on health care disparities’ 
Richard Allen Williams: ‘Unauthorized drug switching’ 

 
Dinner and social event  

Ritz Carlton 
Ballroom 
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DAY 2 – APRIL 28, 2009 
7:00 AM REGISTRATION & BREAKFAST Foyer 
7:30 AM ETHNIC MINORITY RHEUMATOLOGY CONSORTIUM (INVITATIONAL) ROOSEVELT 
   

8:00 AM 
OPENING PLENARY: CBC HEALTH BRAINTRUST 

Congresswoman Donna Christensen, Congressman Danny K. Davis (invited) and Dr. Gary Puckrein and other 
Members of Congress 

8:00 AM   CME Session 4     

The challenges of mental health disparities’ 
James Blumenthal, PhD (Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences , Duke University 

Medical Center): ‘Black Heart Patients Undertreated for Depression 
Annelle Primm, MD – Director of Minority and National Affairs, American Psychiatric Association 
Philip Wang, MD; Deputy Director, National Institute of Mental Health; "Addressing Disparities in 

Mental Health Care". 

PLAZA 
BALLROOM 

8:30 AM CBC HEALTH BRAINTRUST  
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CBC HEALTH 
BRAINTRUST: 
SESSION I 

Health Equity and the Changing Demographics  in America: 
Why Health Disparities Should Be Relevant to Everyone 
During this session, panelists will highlight various under-addressed health equity issues, raise 
awareness about the diversity of subpopulation groups affected by health disparities and explore 
the changing demographics in this nation its impact on health.  A Q&A session will follow. 
Dr. Gary Puckrein, President and CEO of the National Minority Quality Forum, will speak on the 

changing demographics in this nation and its impact on health, health care and health equity. 
Rebecca Fox, Director, National Coalition for LGBT Health, who will address LGBT health 

disparities and the myriad factors that exacerbate health inequities in the LGBT community. 
Beth Landon, President, National Rural Health Association will address rural health disparities and 

highlight the link between rural and race and ethnic health disparities. 
Eleanor Hinton Hoytt, President and CEO, Black Women’s Health Imperative.  Ms. Hoytt will 

highlight gender health disparities, as well as explore the health and health care issues that sit 
at the intersection of race and gender. 

Dr. Cara James, Senior Policy Analyst, Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation.  Dr. James will report 
the findings from a survey focusing on Americans – with an emphasis on youth of color – and 
the decrease in attention to HIV/AIDS among some of the population groups that are 
experiencing an increase in HIV/AIDS cases. 

Ritz Carlton 
Ballroom 

    
9:15 AM BREAK/SESSION TRANSITION Foyer 
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9:30 AM 
CBC HEALTH 
BRAINTRUST: 
SESSION II 

Health Policy In Every Policy: Tackling the Social Determinants of Health 
During this session, panelists will explore the health policies that exist in urban, housing and 
transportation policies; those that exist in social and poverty policies; those that exist in 
environmental, climate and energy policies; those that exist in education policies; and those that 
exist in economic and labor policies.  A Q&A session will follow. 
Moderated by Dr. Clem Bezold, Chairman, Institute for Alternative Futures 
Panelists will include: 
Mary Lee, Associate Director, PolicyLink.  Ms. Lee will set the stage for the panel by highlighting 

the importance and potentiality of addressing health policy in every policy as a solution to more 
adequately achieve health equity.  

Ms. Tracie Washington, Managing Director, Louisiana Justice Institute.   Ms. Washington will 
explore the link between housing and health disparities, and will identify housing policy 
proposals that could play a pivotal role in achieving health equity. 

Dr. Dennis Andrulis, Associate Dean for Research of Drexel University’s School of Public Health.  
Dr. Andrulis will explore the health policies that exist in social and poverty policies, and will 
discuss the suburbanization of poverty and its impact on health equity. 

Dr. Robert Ogilvie, Program Director, Planning for Healthy Places at Public Health Law & Policy.  
Dr. Ogilvie will explore the inextricable link between health policies and urban planning and 
transportation policies. 

Ritz Carlton 
Ballroom 

 
CME Session 5 
 

HIV/AIDS: A Minority Health Issue   
Jeremy Brown, MD, Research Director, Director of ED HIV Screening, Department of Emergency 

Medicine, George Washington University MFA 
Golda Downer, PhD, Principal Investigator, Assistant Professor at the National Minority AIDS 

Education and Training Center (NMAETC) Howard University College of Medicine, ‘The 
NMAETC and our resource for clinicians who treat minorities living with HIV/AIDS.’ 

Plaza 
Ballroom 

10:45 AM BREAK/SESSION TRANSITION Foyer 
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11:00 AM CONCURRENT CHANNELS 7 

 
CBC HEALTH 
BRAINTRUST: 
SESSION III 

Community-Centric Health Equity Efforts: A Spotlight on Place Matters 
Scientific research indicates that changing the social determinants of health is crucial to promoting 
health equity and reducing disparities.  Additionally, numerous research findings confirm the 
positive impact that community-centric health and wellness efforts have on individuals, 
neighborhoods and communities.  Unfortunately, systematic and comprehensive conversion of this 
knowledge into policy and practice has been limited, particularly at the local level. 
This session, therefore, will focus on Place Matters – a nationwide initiative designed to improve 
the health outcomes of participating communities through shared learning experiences. The 
program assists participating teams in developing and implementing community-based strategies to 
address the social factors that determine health.  The Place Matters initiative aims to address this 
gap by cultivating new leadership and advancing the Fair Health Movement—one community at a 
time.  Following the presentations, a Q&A session will occur. 
Moderated by Dr. Brian Smedley, Vice President and Director, Health Policy Institute, The Joint 
Center for Political and Economic Studies 
Panelists will include: 
Dr. Brian Smedley, Vice President and Director, Health Policy Institute, The Joint Center for 

Political and Economic Studies 
Dr. Barbara Ferrer, Commissioner, Boston Public Health Commission 
Gregory Hodge, Co-Chair of the City of Oakland Workforce Investment Board 
Michele A. Tingling-Clemmons, Chief, Nutrition and Physical Fitness Bureau, Community Health 

Administration, DC Department of Health 

Ritz Carlton 
Ballroom 

11:00 AM CME Session 6 
 

Advances In Reducing Cancer Disparities 
Jo Anne Zujewski, MD; Cancer Therapy Evaluation Program, NIH; ‘Advances in reducing health 

care disparities in breast cancer’ 
Wayne Frederick, MD, Howard University Cancer Center, “Disparities in Outcomes of Major 

Surgical Oncologic Procedures” 

Plaza 
Ballroom 

  END OF CME SESSIONS  
12:15 PM BREAK/SESSION TRANSITION Foyer 



Page 9 

2009 CBC SPRING HEALTH BRAINTRUST AND NATIONAL MINORITY QUALITY FORUM 6TH ANNUAL HEALTH DISPARITIES LEADERSHIP SUMMIT & AWARDS DINNER 

12:15 PM  
Special Presentation by Dr. H. Jack Geiger, the Arthur C. Logan Professor Emeritus of 
Community Medicine, City University of New York Medical School, on the Community Health 
Center Movement and Its Importance in the Health Equity Movement 

 

12:30 PM 
CBC HEALTH 
BRAINTRUST 
AWARD 
LUNCHEON 

Special Remarks by Majority Whip, Congressman James Clyburn (invited) and the 
Honorable John D. Dingell, followed by Special Presentation of The Deadliest Disease in 
America and Health Equity and Awards Luncheon 
During the lunch, Congressman James Clyburn, the Majority Whip in the U.S. House of 
Representatives, will deliver special remarks about health equity and the pivotal role in must and 
will play in health care reform. 
Congressman John D. Dingell will also deliver remarks about the nation’s forthcoming health reform 
efforts and the importance of ensuring that the health, health care and wellness of every American 
is improved by this effort. 
Following the addresses, portions of a documentary—The Deadliest Disease In America—will air. 
This documentary follows the story of four individuals, all of whom experienced racism and 
discrimination in seeking medical care. The film also highlights five organizations throughout the 
country, from New England to Texas, that are making significant strides in resolving this crisis. 
The Deadliest Disease in America gives voice to many stakeholders joining a wave of activism and 
a movement for change that has been sweeping across the nation with the ultimate goal of a 
universal health care system that serves all equally, eliminating disparate treatment based on racial 
and ethnic differences. 
The Awards Luncheon will follow the screening. 

Ritz Carlton 
Ballroom 

2:30 PM BREAK/SESSION TRANSITION Foyer 

2:30 PM  

Special Presentation by Lonnel Coats, President and COO, Eisai Inc. 
Mr. Coats will deliver a presentation on the findings from a new survey study that focuses on the 
racial and ethnic differences in perspectives on and awareness of Alzheimer’s, and about the 
health care for Americans afflicted with Alzheimer’s. 
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2:45 PM 
CBC HEALTH 
BRAINTRUST: 
SESSION IV 

Launching a Health Equity Movement with Special Opening Remarks by Congressman John 
Lewis (invited) 
During this moderated panel, participants – representing a broad cross-section of health equity 
stakeholders and activists – will provide their perspective on health equity and the importance of 
ensuring that it is an integral component of health care reform; engage in a dialogue about the 
necessary components of a health equity movement; explore how to lay the groundwork for  such a 
movement; and discuss some of the effective strategies that have been used to launch other 
successful movements. 
Panelists will include: 
Congresswoman Donna Christensen 
Dr. Jack Geiger, the Arthur C. Logan Professor Emeritus of Community Medicine, City University 

of New York Medical School 
Commissioner Larry Johnson, DeKalb County, GA  
Phill Wilson, Chief Executive Officer, The Black AIDS Institute 
Deeana Jang, Policy Director, Asian & Pacific Islander American Health Forum (APIAHF)  
Lonnel Coats, President and COO, Eisai Inc. 
Linnea Ashley, The Prevention Institute  
Janet Murguía, President, National Council of La Raza (invited) 
Darren Fenwick, Senior Lobbyist, Health Care for America Now 
Crystal Emery, Filmmaker and Health Equity Advocate 
Sinsi Hernández-Cancio, SEIU Healthcare 
Danielle Delaney, The National Council of Urban Indian Health 

Ritz Carlton 
Ballroom 

4:00 PM  Closing Remarks by Congresswoman Donna Christensen and Dr. Gary Puckrein  
4:00 PM END OF DAY 2 SESSIONS 
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6:00 PM CONGRESSIONAL LEADERSHIP ALLIANCE RECEPTION Foyer 

7:30 PM 

2009 LEADERSHIP AWARDS DINNER 
 
Keynote Address: Michio Kaku, MD; The Henry Semat Chair in Theoretical Physics at the City Univ. of New York 
                             ‘Medicine, science, and health care in the next 20-30 years’ 
 
Introduction of the Charles Richard Drew Award:  
Jim Helm, VP Cardiovascular, AstraZeneca 
 
Charles Richard Drew Award:  
Clyde Yancy, MD. President-Elect, American Heart Association 
 
Severo Ochoa Award:  
Anthony Fauci, MD, Director, National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
 
2009 Health Promotion and Disease Prevention Award 
The Honorable Shirley Nathan-Pulliam 
 
Health Promotion and Disease Prevention Award 
Larry Lucas, Deputy Vice President, Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America 

Ritz Carlton 
Ballroom 
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CME Accreditation Statement 

This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the Essential Areas and Policies of the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical 
Education through the joint sponsorship of Association of Black Cardiologists (ABC) and National Minority Quality Forum.  Association of Black Cardiologists 
is accredited by the Accredited Council for Continuing Medical Education to provide continuing medical education for physicians.  
 
Association of Black Cardiologists designates this educational activity for a maximum of 7.5 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)™. Physicians should only claim 
credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.  

 

 


