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Ola Akinboboye, MD, MPH, FACC, FACP, FAHA, FASNC, MBA 
Ola Akinboboye, MD, MPH, FACC, FACP, FAHA, FASNC, MBA, is an associate professor of 
clinical medicine at the Weill Medical College of Cornell University, New York, NY. He is also 
the medical director of Laurelton Heart Specialist P.C., in Laurelton, Queens, NY. 
Dr. Akinboboye was on the faculty of Columbia University from 1995 to 2000 as assistant 
professor of clinical medicine. He obtained a master of public health degree from the School of 
Public Health at Columbia University in 1998. He also received a master’s degree in business 
administration from Columbia Business School in 2001. He is board certified in internal 
medicine, cardiology, hypertension, cardiac computed tomography, and nuclear cardiology. He 
serves as the chair of the Continuing Education Committee of the Association of Black 
Cardiologists, chair of the Eligibility Committee, and member of the Board of the Certifying 
Board of Nuclear Cardiology. Dr. Akinboboye has received numerous awards. He was selected 
by Castle Connolly as one of America's Top Doctors in the New York Metro area from 2005 to 
2010. He was recognized by New York Magazine as one of New York’s best heart doctors for 
2006 to 2008 and was on the cover of the February 20008 Network Journal, as one of the Best 
Black Doctors in the New York tristate area. He received a humanitarian award from the College 
of Medicine at University of Ibadan in Nigeria in 2005 for his ongoing efforts to spread expertise 
in the techniques of cardiopulmonary resuscitation in Nigeria. He also received an award from the 
Association of Black Cardiologists for his dedicated service as a board member from 1999 to 
2005. 

John Z. Ayanian, MD, MPP 
John Z. Ayanian, MD, MPP, is professor of medicine and health care policy at Harvard Medical 
School and professor of health policy and management at the Harvard School of Public Health. 
He is a practicing general internist at Brigham and Women’s Hospital, where he provides primary 
care and teaches medical residents. He is director of the Harvard Catalyst Health Disparities 
Research Program, director of the Harvard Medical School Fellowship in General Medicine and 
Primary Care, and leader of the Outcomes Research Program of the Dana-Farber/Harvard Cancer 
Center. Dr. Ayanian has published over 200 articles and chapters on access to care, quality of 
care, and health disparities related to cancer, cardiovascular disease, diabetes, and renal disease. 
He has led research grants from the National Cancer Institute, the Agency for Healthcare 
Research and Quality, and major health-care foundations. He has served on national committees 
of the Institute of Medicine related to health insurance coverage, health disparities, cancer 
survivorship, and cardiovascular disease surveillance. Dr. Ayanian received his bachelor’s degree 
summa cum laude from Duke University with distinction in history and political science, his 
doctorate in medicine from Harvard Medical School, and his master’s in public policy from the 
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Harvard Kennedy School of Government. He completed his residency and fellowship training in 
general internal medicine at Brigham and Women’s Hospital. Dr. Ayanian is a fellow of the 
American College of Physicians and an elected member of the American Society for Clinical 
Investigation, Association of American Physicians, and Institute of Medicine. 

Carmella A. Bocchino 
Carmella A. Bocchino, executive vice president of clinical affairs and strategic planning, at 
America’s Health Insurance Plans, is a leading authority in identifying strategies that promote 
greater organization in the health care delivery system and advance innovative payment models 
that drive quality and value. Ms. Bocchino works with the executives of member organizations to 
develop patient-centered programs and tools, foster private-public partnerships, and advance an 
interconnected, highly functioning health care system. A registered professional nurse and former 
hospital administrator, Ms. Bocchino’s clinical and public policy expertise has been widely 
recognized by national and state lawmakers, policy makers, patient advocacy groups, and 
employers and throughout the health care community. She has been appointed to numerous 
private, state, and federal health care advisory committees, including the National Academy of 
Sciences Institute of Medicine for the Study of the Medicare End-Stage Renal Disease Program, 
adviser to the Rand Health Sciences Program for the capitation study for the end-stage renal 
disease project, the Advisory Committee for Quality Improvement Standards for Managed Care, 
the Planning Committee establishing the National Quality Forum, and the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation (RWJF) ONCHIT Health Information Technology Adoption Initiative Expert 
Consensus Panel. She currently serves on the RWJF National Advisory Committee, Project 
Health Design: Rethinking the Power and Potential of Personal Health Records. Ms. Bocchino 
received her master’s in business administration from Rutgers University Graduate School of 
Management (Newark, NJ). 

Cynthia A. Brown 
Cynthia A. Brown is the vice president of government affairs in the Washington Office of the 
American Medical Association (AMA). She oversees the work conducted by the Divisions of 
Congressional Affairs, Federal Affairs, and Legislative Counsel, and works collaboratively with 
other areas falling within the AMA’s Advocacy Group—Health Policy, Private Sector Advocacy, 
Advocacy Operations, and Political Affairs. Prior to joining AMA in April 2008, Ms. Brown 
worked for the American College of Surgeons for 21 years. Most recently, she served for seven 
years as director of the college’s Division of Advocacy and Health Policy. Her division was 
responsible for developing and responding to state and federal legislative and regulatory 
proposals, current procedural terminology coding development and educational activities, 
refinements to the resource-based relative value scale, and practice management issues. She also 
served as treasurer of ACSPA-SurgeonsPAC, the political action committee of the affiliated 
American College of Surgeons Professional Association. In addition, Ms. Brown’s Washington 
experience includes positions with the American Tort Reform Association, the Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield Association, and the House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on Health and the 
Environment. She received a bachelor’s degree in political science from Northwestern University 
in Evanston, IL, and a master’s degree in legislative affairs from the George Washington 
University in Washington, DC. 

Anthony P. Carter 
Anthony P. Carter is the vice president for global diversity and inclusion and the chief diversity 
officer for Johnson & Johnson. In this capacity, he is responsible for building a strategy that 
enhances the Johnson & Johnson vision to be a world-class, benchmark company for diversity 
and inclusion and aligning this critical business process with the corporation’s strategic business 
objectives. In this position, he reports directly to the chairman and chief executive officer of 
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Johnson & Johnson and works closely with the worldwide vice president of human resources and 
the Worldwide Human Resources Leadership Team. Mr. Carter is also a member of the Johnson 
& Johnson Corporate Group Operating Committee. He is a member of the Executive Committee 
of the Board of Visitors of Howard University. He is a member of the Georgetown University 
Chief Diversity Officers Consortium. He serves as an officer of the Board of the Civic League of 
Greater New Brunswick, Inc., and is a board member of National Medical Fellowships. 
Mr. Carter has served as a lector and eucharistic minister at American Martyrs R.C. Church in 
Bayside, New York. He has taught as a visiting instructor at Hofstra University and Iona College 
in New York, St. Augustine College in North Carolina, and Rutgers University in New 
Brunswick, NJ, on public relations and communications.  

Amanda D. Castel, MD, MPH 
A native Washingtonian, Amanda D. Castel, MD, MPH, is an assistant professor in the 
Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics at the George Washington University (GWU) 
School of Public Health and Health Services. Dr. Castel received her bachelor’s degree from 
Brown University, her doctorate in medicine from the University of Pennsylvania, and her 
master’s degree in public health from Johns Hopkins University. She is board certified in both 
general pediatrics and preventive medicine and has completed the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) Epidemic Intelligence Service Program at the Maryland Department of 
Health and Mental Hygiene. Drawing on her background in infectious diseases and international 
health, Dr. Castel joined GWU in 2006 to collaborate with the DC Department of Health’s 
HIV/AIDS Administration on the Public Health-Academic Partnership, where her focus has been 
on providing technical and epidemiologic expertise to the HIV/AIDS surveillance program. Since 
joining the faculty, Dr. Castel has also worked internationally on projects through the World 
Health Organization and Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS Foundation. Dr. Castel is currently the 
project director for the DC Cohort, a National Institutes of Health–funded public health research 
database that aims to follow over 10,000 HIV-infected individuals seeking care in the District of 
Columbia. In addition to her research interests, Dr. Castel teaches courses on HIV/AIDS 
surveillance and issues in HIV care and treatment. She also maintains her clinical skills as a 
volunteer physician at Children’s National Medical Center in the Special Immunology Clinic of 
the Infectious Disease Department. 

Delegate Donna M. Christensen (VI–At Large) 
The Honorable Donna M. Christensen is serving her eighth term as a member of the US House of 
Representatives, representing the US Virgin Islands. She is the first female physician in the 
history of the US Congress, the first woman to represent an offshore territory, and the first 
woman delegate from the US Virgin Islands. She serves as an assistant minority whip in the 
Democratic Caucus. In the 112th Congress, Delegate Christensen serves on the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. She is a former member of the Committees on Natural Resources and 
Homeland Security. Delegate Christensen is the first vice-chair of the Congressional Black 
Caucus and chairs the Congressional Black Caucus’s Health Braintrust, which oversees and 
advocates minority health issues nationally and internationally. She is a member of the 
Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues, the Steering Committee of the Congressional Travel 
and Tourism Caucus, the Progressive Caucus, the Congressional Rural Caucus, the Friends of the 
Caribbean Caucus, the Coastal Caucus, the Coast Guard Caucus, the Congressional Fire Caucus, 
and the Congressional National Guard and Reserve Caucus. Delegate Christensen earned a 
bachelor of science in 1966 at St. Mary’s College in Notre Dame, IN. She earned a doctorate in 
medicine in 1970 from the George Washington University School of Medicine in Washington, 
DC. She interned at Pacific Medical Center in San Francisco, CA, from 1970 to 1971 and did her 
residency in family medicine at Howard University Medical Center from 1973 to 1974. She 
became a board-certified physician in 1977. She began her medical career in the Virgin Islands in 
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1975 as an emergency room physician. She served as staff physician at the Maternal & Child 
Health Program, medical director of the Nesbitt Clinic in Frederiksted, director of the 
Frederiksted Health Center, director of maternal and child health and family planning, and 
medical director of the St. Croix Hospital and rounded out her medical career as the territorial 
assistant commissioner of health and as the acting commissioner of health. She maintained a 
private practice in family medicine from 1975 until her election to Congress in 1996. 

Francis S. Collins, MD, PhD 
Francis S. Collins, MD, PhD, is the director of the National Institutes of Health (NIH). In that role 
he oversees the work of the largest supporter of biomedical research in the world, spanning the 
spectrum from basic to clinical research. Dr. Collins, a physician-geneticist noted for his 
landmark discoveries of disease genes and his leadership of the international Human Genome 
Project, served as director of the National Human Genome Research Institute at the NIH from 
1993 to 2008. The Human Genome Project culminated in April 2003 with the completion of a 
finished sequence of the human DNA genome. Dr. Collins’ own research laboratory has 
discovered a number of important genes, including those responsible for cystic fibrosis, 
neurofibromatosis, Huntington’s disease, a familial endocrine cancer syndrome, and, most 
recently, genes for type 2 diabetes and the gene that causes Hutchinson-Gilford progeria 
syndrome, a rare cause of premature aging. Dr. Collins received a bachelor’s degree in chemistry 
from the University of Virginia, a doctorate in physical chemistry from Yale University, and a 
doctorate in medicine with honors from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Prior to 
coming to the NIH in 1993, he spent nine years on the faculty of the University of Michigan, 
where he was a Howard Hughes Medical Institute investigator. He is an elected member of the 
Institute of Medicine and the National Academy of Sciences. Dr. Collins was awarded the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom in November 2007 and the National Medal of Science in 2009. 

Patricia Mae Doykos, PhD 
Patricia Mae Doykos, PhD, is director of the Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation. She works on 
health strategy for the foundation and leads the flagship philanthropic program Together on 
Diabetes®: Communities Uniting to Meet America’s Diabetes Challenge, a five-year, 
$100 million program launched in November 2010 to improve health outcomes of adult 
Americans living with type 2 diabetes by strengthening patient self-management education, 
community-based supportive services, and broad-based community mobilization. In line with the 
Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation’s mission to reduce health disparities, this initiative targets 
populations disproportionately affected by type 2 diabetes. Dr. Doykos joined the Bristol-Myers 
Squibb Foundation in 2002 and has led US and international grant making and partnership 
programs for women’s health, global HIV/AIDS, cancer, and serious mental illness. She received 
her bachelor’s degree for a double major in government and German from Dartmouth College, 
her master’s degree in German studies from the University of Virginia, and her doctorate in 
cultural studies and German literature from New York University. She lives in Titusville, NJ, 
with her son. 

Keith C. Ferdinand, MD 
Keith C. Ferdinand, MD, is adjunct clinical professor at the Morehouse School of Medicine, 
clinical professor in the Cardiology Division at Emory University, and chief science officer of the 
Association of Black Cardiologists (ABC), Inc., in Atlanta, GA. Prior to September 2005, he was 
medical director at Heartbeats Life Center in New Orleans, LA. In the community, Dr. Ferdinand 
is a principal investigator of the Healthy Heart Community Projects, a cardiovascular risk 
program targeting African Americans and other high-risk populations. Healthy Heart is a 
nationally recognized model for community-based health screening and intervention. A member 
of the Ad Hoc Committee on Minority Populations for the National Heart, Lung, and Blood 
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Institute (NHLBI), Dr. Ferdinand also serves on the National High Blood Pressure Education 
Program Coordinating Committee. He was a member of the Antihypertensive and Lipid 
Lowering Treatment to Prevent Heart Attack Trial (ALLHAT) Data Safety and Monitoring Board 
and chair of Section Four of the Sixth Report of the Joint National Committee on Prevention, 
Detection, Evaluation, and Treatment of High Blood Pressure (JNC 6). Additionally, he was 
director of the NHLBI Physician’s Health Network, a program that educated physicians and the 
lay population on cardiovascular risk reduction. Dr. Ferdinand received his medical degree from 
Howard University College of Medicine. He is board certified in internal medicine and 
cardiovascular disease, a diplomate certified in the subspecialty of nuclear cardiology, a certified 
specialist in clinical hypertension in the American Society of Hypertension, and a fellow of the 
American College of Cardiology. He presently resides in Atlanta, having been displaced in 
September 2005 from his native New Orleans by Hurricane Katrina, which destroyed his 
cardiovascular center and severely damaged his home. In Atlanta, he is director of the ABC 
Hurricane Katrina Relief effort, known as the HOPE (Health Outreach and Empowerment) 
Initiative. 

Michael Fine, MD, MSc 
Michael Fine, MD, MSc, is a professor of medicine and health policy and management, director 
of the VA Center for Health Equity Research and Promotion (CHERP), and associate director of 
the University of Pittsburgh Center for Research on Health Care. Dr. Fine’s overarching research 
theme focuses on ways to improve the equity and quality of medical care for patients with 
common medical problems. With Dr. Kapoor, he led the Agency for Healthcare Research and 
Quality (AHRQ)–supported Pneumonia PORT and served as principal investigator for two large 
AHRQ-supported multisite trials studying the effectiveness of evidence-based guidelines for the 
management of community-acquired pneumonia. As founding director of CHERP, he developed 
a conceptual model to advance the field of health disparities research and is currently responsible 
for overseeing the development of a research program to detect, understand, and eliminate 
disparities in health and health care among vulnerable patient populations. His past research 
employed retrospective and prospective cohort designs and cluster-randomized trials, with 
extensive emphasis on assessment of patient-centered outcomes. Dr. Fine has mentored numerous 
junior faculty, fellows, residents, and medical students through successful research projects. He is 
a past recipient of a midcareer mentoring K24 award and leads the Mentoring Program for the 
University of Pittsburgh Institute for Clinical Research Education. 

Lisa Fitzpatrick, MD 
Lisa Fitzpatrick, MD, is a board-certified infectious diseases physician and HIV expert and 
researcher who has worked domestically and in Africa. Prior to joining the Howard University 
faculty, she served as a medical epidemiologist for the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) in Atlanta, GA. She was the director of the Minority HIV/AIDS Research 
Initiative (MARI), which she established to recruit, mentor, and support junior scientists of color 
to conduct HIV prevention research. Dr. Fitzpatrick has also led HIV-related field investigations 
and research to understand HIV transmission dynamics among black women, college students, 
and incarcerated populations. Prior to leaving CDC, she was the regional director for the CDC 
global AIDS program in the Caribbean and was responsible for implementing the President's 
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief in the Caribbean Region. Her decision to leave federal 
government service was largely due to a personal desire to work on the ground and in 
communities of color. 

James R. Gavin III, MD, PhD 
James R. Gavin III, MD, PhD, is clinical professor of medicine at Emory University School of 
Medicine in Atlanta, GA, and clinical professor of medicine at the Indiana University School of 
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Medicine, Indianapolis. He serves as chief executive officer and chief medical officer of Healing 
Our Village, Inc. He served as president and chief executive officer of MicroIslet, Inc., San 
Diego, CA, maintaining an office base in Atlanta; was president of the Morehouse School of 
Medicine; and served as senior scientific officer at the Howard Hughes Medical Institute (HHMI) 
and as director of the HHMI–National Institutes of Health Research Scholars Program. He is a 
past president of the American Diabetes Association (ADA) and was voted Clinician of the Year 
in Diabetes by the ADA in 1991. He was voted a Living Legend in Diabetes in 2009 by the 
American Association of Diabetes Educators. He has served on many advisory boards and on the 
editorial boards of the American Journal of Physiology and the American Journal of Medical 
Sciences. He is on the Board of Trustees for Emory University, Livingstone College, and is a 
trustee emeritus of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. Dr. Gavin is also chairman emeritus of 
the National Diabetes Education Program and a past member of the Board of Scientific 
Councilors for the Intramural Research Program of the National Institute of Diabetes and 
Digestive and Kidney Diseases. 

Laura Lee Hall, PhD 
Laura Lee Hall, PhD, currently directs strategic educational initiatives in the Education and 
Professional Development Division of the American College of Cardiology (ACC). Her projects 
include the launch of the development and launch of credo—Coalition to Reduce Disparities in 
CV Outcomes, as well as the SIM-FIT MI in situ simulation program in acute myocardial 
infarction and two multiyear, multimillion-dollar performance improvement continuing medical 
education initiatives in acute coronary syndromes and atrial fibrillation. Prior to joining the ACC, 
Dr. Hall was the scientific director at INNOVIA, a for-profit educational firm, where she focused 
on educational activities largely in the cardiovascular disease arena, including institutional and 
individual provider-based training efforts. Previously, Dr. Hall served as the deputy director and 
director of research at the National Alliance for the Mentally Ill (NAMI) over the course of ten 
years, leading health and research advocacy, education, and communications. Prior to joining 
NAMI, Dr. Hall served as a senior health analyst for the US Congress, in the Office of 
Technology Assessment. She received her doctorate in neuroscience from the Naval Medical 
School (Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences) and served as a postdoctoral 
fellow at the National Institutes of Health and the Bloomberg School of Public Health at Johns 
Hopkins University. Dr. Hall has authored more than four dozen articles, book chapters, and 
books and presented in many professional forums. She lives with her husband, John Price, and 
children, Henry and Isabella Pazaryna, in Severna Park, MD. 

Jack Hoadley, PhD 
Jack Hoadley, PhD, is a health policy analyst and political scientist with about 25 years of 
experience in the health policy field. He joined Georgetown University’s Health Policy Institute 
in January 2002, where he is conducting research projects on health-financing topics, including 
Medicare and Medicaid, with a particular focus on prescription drug issues. Prior to arriving at 
Georgetown, Dr. Hoadley held positions in the Department of Health and Human Services Office 
of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation (DHHS/ASPE); the Physician Payment 
Review Commission and its successor, the Medicare Payment Advisory Commission (MedPAC); 
the National Health Policy Forum at George Washington University; and in the office of US 
Representative Barbara Kennelly. While at Georgetown, Dr. Hoadley has undertaken projects for 
a variety of government and foundation clients, including MedPAC, DHHS/ASPE, the Kaiser 
Family Foundation, the Commonwealth Fund, and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. His 
reports on the Medicare Part D drug benefit for MedPAC and the Kaiser Family Foundation have 
received considerable attention from both media and policy makers. Recent projects have 
included studies of the use of formularies by Medicare drug plans, the impact of the Medicare 
drug benefit’s coverage gap, options for simplifying and standardizing Medicare’s drug benefit 
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and its managed-care program, the use of evidence-based medicine to manage pharmacy costs for 
Medicaid, approaches to valuing services in Medicare’s physician fee schedule, and recent or 
proposed changes to Medicaid programs in Connecticut and Florida. A list of key publications is 
available at http://hpi.georgetown.edu/medicarepartd/. Dr. Hoadley is currently working on a new 
analysis of Part D claims data to assess what factors influence decisions to use generic drugs. 
Dr. Hoadley received his doctorate in political science from the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill in 1979. He taught political science at Duke University and at the State University of 
New York at Stony Brook before coming to Washington as an American Political Science 
Association congressional fellow in 1983–84. 

Charles D. Howell, MD 
Charles D. Howell, MD, is professor of medicine in the Department of Medicine, Division of 
Gastroenterology, and director of hepatology research at the University of Maryland School of 
Medicine. He received his bachelor of science degree in biology from the Tuskegee Institute in 
Alabama and went on to study biochemistry at Clemson University in South Carolina. He 
acquired his doctorate in medicine at Howard University College of Medicine in Washington, 
DC. Dr. Howell completed his residency in internal medicine at Baylor College of Medicine in 
Houston and was a gastroenterology fellow at the University of Colorado Health Sciences Center 
in Denver. Dr. Howell has had a long-standing interest in racial disparities in chronic hepatitis C 
treatment and was an investigator in the National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney 
Diseases (NIDDK) VIRAHEP-C study. He is currently principal investigator on a midcareer 
investigator in patient-oriented research (K24) award to study racial disparities in liver diseases 
(sponsored by the NIDDK) and another study of ribavirin pharmacokinetics and hepatitis C virus 
treatment outcomes. He has been a regular presenter at the Digestive Disease Week and 
American Association for the Study of Liver Diseases annual scientific meetings, among others. 

Myra A. Kleinpeter, MD, MPH 
Myra A. Kleinpeter, MD, MPH, is associate professor of medicine at Tulane University Health 
Sciences Center in New Orleans, LA, and serves director of the Peritoneal Dialysis Program for 
Tulane/Dialysis Clinics, Inc., and director of the Professional Education Core of the Tulane-
Xavier National Center of Excellence in Women’s Health. Formerly, she served as director of the 
Ambulatory Clinics at the Medical Center of Louisiana at New Orleans, formerly known as 
Charity Hospital, from 1999 to 2005. Currently, she serves on the Board of Trustees for the 
American Kidney Fund and as chair of medical affairs for the organization. Dr. Kleinpeter has 
principal interest in chronic disease management, continuing medical education, quality 
improvement, and providing health care to underserved populations. Through the National 
Centers of Excellence collaborative programs, she has worked with several groups for curriculum 
development in women’s health. Her research activities include cardiovascular disease risk 
factors in chronic kidney disease patients, health literacy assessment, the impact of modifying 
patient education programs on health outcomes, and the effect of modified clinical visits on 
health outcomes and access to health care. She has participated in the National Association of 
Public Hospitals and Health Systems’ 2003 Physician Leadership Institute to develop future 
leaders. Dr. Kleinpeter received her bachelor’s degree from Southern University in Baton Rouge, 
LA, with a major in premedical biology and a minor in chemistry. She received her medical 
doctorate and master’s in public health from Tulane University School of Medicine and School of 
Public Health, respectively, and completed residency in internal medicine and fellowship training 
in nephrology and hypertension at Tulane. She is recognized as a hypertension specialist through 
the American Society of Hypertension. 

http://hpi.georgetown.edu/medicarepartd/
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Janice P. Lea, MD, MSc, FASN 
Janice P. Lea, MD, MSc, FASN, is a professor of medicine at Emory University and is board-
certified in nephrology and hypertension. She graduated from the University of Texas at Austin 
with a degree in biology. She earned her medical degree at the University of Texas Medical 
Branch at Galveston and completed her residency in internal medicine and a nephrology 
fellowship at Emory University–affiliated hospitals. Dr. Lea has also received a master of science 
in clinical research from Emory’s School of Public Health. Dr. Lea’s research interests are in 
hypertension and kidney disease, and she is the Emory Principal Investigator for the National 
Institutes of Health study African-American Study of Kidney Disease and Hypertension (AASK). 
She also is the codirector of the Emory Hypertension Research Center and serves as 
coinvestigator for other clinical trials related to hypertension and chronic kidney disease. Dr. Lea 
is a nationally-renowned expert in hypertension and is designated a clinical specialist in 
hypertension by the American Society of Hypertension. She has been an invited guest speaker to 
numerous national conferences and legislative and medical meetings. Dr. Lea is a member of the 
American Society of Nephrology, National Kidney Foundation, and the International Society of 
Hypertension in Blacks. She also is very active in the community setting, volunteering her time to 
educate susceptible populations about their risks of kidney disease due to hypertension and 
diabetes. Dr. Lea’s clinical practice is primarily that of managing difficult cases of hypertension, 
treating patients with chronic kidney disease due to diabetes and hypertension and end-stage renal 
disease patients receiving home or in-center dialysis therapy. Dr. Lea is the chief medical director 
of Emory Dialysis in Atlanta and has been named one of Atlanta’s Top Doctors for 2009 and 
2010. 

Kenyatta Lee, MD 
Kenyatta Lee was born in Richmond, VA. He attended undergraduate school at Cornell 
University located in Ithaca, NY, and performed his undergraduate medical training at Mayo 
Graduate School of Medicine located in Rochester, MN. While at Mayo, he spent his research 
trimester in Jacksonville, FL. There he completed his third-year thesis, looking at the factors 
responsible for the infant mortality rate in Jacksonville’s urban core. He completed his residency 
in family practice at the University of Pennsylvania, located in Philadelphia. Dr. Lee currently 
works as the assistant medical director of the Commonwealth Family Practice Group and Soutel 
Plaza Family Practice and Pediatrics. He is also the medical director of the Community Affairs 
Department. His responsibilities include the oversight of the disease management programs via 
the registry programs, and he is actively involved in enhancing the quality of care for the 
Commonwealth Family Practice Group and the clinics operated by the Community Affairs 
Department. 

Leandris Liburd, PhD, MPH, MA 
Leandris Liburd, PhD, MPH, MA serves as director of the Office of Minority Health and Health 
Equity at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), where she provides agency 
leadership, direction, and accountability for CDC’s policies and programs to ensure that they are 
effective in improving minority health and achieving health equity. Dr. Liburd also serves as the 
agency lead in coordinating CDC engagement with the Department of Health and Human 
Services, other federal agencies, national organizations, and the public on issues of health equity. 
Prior to joining the Office of Minority Health and Health Equity, Dr. Liburd served for seven 
years as chief of the Community Health and Equity Branch, where she directed a broad range of 
public health programs addressing the elimination of health disparities, the social determinants of 
health, and the REACH U.S. program. Dr. Liburd has written extensively on community-based 
public health approaches for chronic disease control, the influence of culture and gender on 
health, and the elimination of health disparities. Dr. Liburd holds a bachelor’s degree from the 
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University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, a master of public health degree in health education from 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, a master’s degree in cultural anthropology, and a 
doctorate in medical anthropology from Emory University. 

Edith Peterson Mitchell, MD 
Edith Peterson Mitchell, MD, is clinical professor of medicine and medical oncology and 
program leader in gastrointestinal oncology at Thomas Jefferson University. In addition, she 
holds the position of associate director of diversity programs for the Kimmel Cancer Center at 
Thomas Jefferson University. In 1973, while attending medical school, she entered the Air Force 
and received a commission through the Health Professions Scholarship Program. Dr. Mitchell is a 
fellow of the American College of Physicians and a member of the American Medical 
Association, the National Medical Association, the Aerospace Medical Association, the 
Association of Military Surgeons, and the Medical Society of Eastern Pennsylvania. She also 
belongs to the Eastern Cooperative Oncology Group, the Radiation Therapy Oncology Group, the 
National Surgical Adjuvant Breast and Bowel Project, and the Philadelphia Society of Medicine. 
Dr. Mitchell’s research in pancreatic cancer and other gastrointestinal malignancies involves new 
drug evaluation and chemotherapy, development of new therapeutic regimens, chemoradiation 
strategies for combined modality therapy, patient selection criteria, and supportive care for 
patients with gastrointestinal cancer. In addition to her medical achievements, Dr. Mitchell is a 
retired brigadier general, having served as the Air National Guard assistant to the command 
surgeon for US Transportation Command and Headquarters Air Mobility Command based at the 
Scott Air Force Base in Illinois. General Mitchell has been awarded over fifteen military service 
medals and ribbons, including the Legion of Merit, Meritorious Service Medal, Air Force 
Achievement and Commendation Medals, National Defense Service Medal, and Humanitarian 
Service Medal. Dr. Mitchell was selected for inclusion in America’s Top Oncologists. 

Ellen Nolte, PhD, MPH  
Ellen Nolte, PhD, MPH, directs the health and health care research team at RAND Europe. In 
1998, she was awarded a Marie Curie Fellowship, funded by the European Commission, to 
undertake her doctorate at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, where she 
worked as senior lecturer in the Health Services Research Unit and held a prestigious National 
Institute for Health Research Career Scientist Award. Her main research is the field of health 
systems, including approaches to health system performance assessment, health system responses 
to chronic disease, international health system comparisons, and trends and determinants of 
population health in former communist countries of central and eastern Europe. Nolte has 
published widely on health system performance assessment, European health policy, and the 
health implications of political and socioeconomic transition in central and eastern Europe and 
the former Soviet Union. Nolte is qualified in biology and received her master’s degree in public 
health from Bielefeld University. 

Elizabeth O. Ofili, MD, MPH, FACC 
Elizabeth O. Ofili, MD, MPH, FACC, is a professor of medicine and chief of cardiology at 
Morehouse School of Medicine. She also serves as the associate dean of clinical research and 
director of the Clinical Research Center. Dr. Ofili is known for her expertise in the field of 
cardiovascular medicine and health disparities with a focus on translating discoveries to benefit 
patients through community engagement. She has been continuously funded by the National 
Institutes of Health since 1994. She is a recipient of the Preventive Cardiology Academic Award 
and is the founding director and principal investigator of the Center of Clinical Research 
Excellence at Morehouse School of Medicine. She has received national and international 
recognition for her expertise in the field of echocardiography and for advancing scientific 
knowledge on the role of ultrasound imaging modality in clinical practice and population-based 
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research. A passionate advocate for the inclusion of minorities in biomedical research, she has 
helped to raise over $150 million in research funds to support research infrastructure and training 
at Morehouse School of Medicine. She is a recipient of over 50 scientific, service, and health 
policy awards, including the Dr. Daniel Savage Scientific Award from the Association of Black 
Cardiologists; the Nannette K. Wenger Award for Health Policy-WomenHeart Advocacy Group; 
and the National Library of Medicine exhibit Changing the Face of Medicine, the Rise of 
America’s Women Physicians. Dr. Ofili is the past president of the Association of Black 
Cardiologists and has published over 130 scientific papers and book chapters appearing in 
national publications, such as Journal of the American Medical Association, New England 
Journal of Medicine, Circulation, Journal of the American College of Cardiology, American 
Journal of Cardiology, American Heart Journal, Journal of the National Medical Association, 
and Urban Cardiology. She completed medical school with distinction at Ahmadu Bello 
University in Nigeria and received the master of public health degree from Johns Hopkins 
University. She completed internal medicine residency at Oral Roberts University, Tulsa, OK, 
and cardiology fellowship training at Washington University, St. Louis, MO. She is board 
certified in internal medicine and cardiology and has practiced for over 20 years. 

John J. O’Shea, MD 
John J. O’Shea, MD, has been a physician and immunologist at the National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) for the past 27 years. He has authored more than 200 peer-reviewed articles, which have 
been published in the most prestigious scientific journals, including Nature, Science, and Cell. He 
is a recognized authority on how cytokines regulate immunity. Dr. O’Shea has made fundamental 
discoveries regarding the molecular basis for cytokine signaling, the pathogenesis of primary 
immunodeficiencies, and the genetic basis of autoinflammatory disorders. Dr. O’Shea was 
awarded a US patent related to generating Janus family kinase inhibitors as a new class of 
immunosuppressive drugs. Dr. O’Shea graduated Phi Beta Kappa from St. Lawrence University 
and received a doctorate in medicine from the University of Cincinnati. He joined NIH in 1981 
for subspecialty training in allergy and immunology. After postdoctoral training, he started his 
own lab at the NIH in 1989. He was appointed scientific director and director of the Intramural 
Research Program of the National Institute of Arthritis and Musculoskeletal and Skin Diseases in 
2005. Dr. O’Shea has been an invited lecturer at numerous universities and international meetings 
in the United States, Canada, Europe, and Asia. Dr. O’Shea has been the recipient of the NIH 
Director’s Award twice (1998 and 2008). He is also an ISI highly cited researcher and a recipient 
of the Paul Bunn Award in Infectious Disease. Dr. O’Shea was a commissioned officer in the US 
Public Health Service (PHS) and was named the PHS Physician Researcher of the Year in 1998. 
Dr. O’Shea’s trainees now have faculty positions in prestigious universities around the world, 
including Queen’s University-Belfast; Cambridge; Technical University of Dresden; University 
of California, San Francisco; Johns Hopkins University; and University of Georgia, as well the 
NIH itself. He received the 2009 Lee C. Howley Sr. Prize for Research in Arthritis from the 
Arthritis Foundation. He was elected to the American Association of Physicians and the 
American Society for Clinical Investigation. Dr. O’Shea is a cofounder of the 
NIH/Oxford/Cambridge Program in Biomedical Science, a faculty member in the NIH–
University of Pennsylvania Immunology Program and served as a Howard Hughes Medical 
Institute Scholars Advisor. 

Dorothy Ouchida 
Dorothy Ouchida has over 38 years of experience in biomedical research, patient advocacy, 
multicultural advocacy, consumer and patient health education, state and federal government 
relations, public affairs, medical education, consumer nutrition, food science, and sales 
management. Ms. Ouchida joined Boehringer-Ingelheim in 2010 as director of patient advocacy 
and professional relations. She previously served as senior director, US strategic lead, for Pfizer’s 
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State Advocacy & Alliances and managed Pfizer’s Western Regional Alliance Development 
Group. Her health-care expertise includes cardiovascular, metabolic, central nervous system, 
autoimmune diseases, infectious diseases, and chronic diseases, such as mental health, 
neurological disorders, pain and inflammation, and HIV. Ms. Ouchida has US and global 
experience in the health-care challenges of the future. Her work has focused on offering access to 
innovation, biomedical research, and health-care solutions to patients who suffer from chronic 
disease and the families who care for them. She has worked to benefit communities impacted by 
chronic diseases. Ms. Ouchida has served on many health-care advisory boards, including 
University of California at Davis Medical Center Community Advisory Board, California State 
Asian Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors, California Medical Association Foundation 
Corporate Advisory Board, California Latino Medical Association Corporate Advisory Board, 
American Russian Medical Association Healthcare Advisory Board, American Diabetes 
Association-HI Advisory Board, and Arthritis Foundation-HI Advisory Board. Ms. Ouchida has 
been recognized for her work by a number of organizations. She has received the 2008 MS 
Society California Action Network Advocacy Award, the 2006 Northern California Huntington 
Disease Society of America Leadership Award, the 2005 CA Depressive Bipolar Support 
Association Advocacy Award, the 2005 Hawaii Arthritis Foundation Advocacy Award, the 2005 
California Medical Association Foundation Corporate Partner of the Year, the 2005 California 
NeuroAlliance Advocacy Award, the 2004 National Medical Association Western Region VI 
Advocacy Award, and the 2004 W.E. Upjohn Leadership Award. Ms. Ouchida graduated from 
the University of California at Davis with bachelor of science degrees in consumer nutrition and 
in food science and technology. 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
Since 1987, Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi has represented California’s Eighth District in the 
House of Representatives. The Eighth District includes most of the City of San Francisco, 
including Golden Gate Park, Fisherman’s Wharf, Chinatown, and many of the diverse 
neighborhoods that make San Francisco a vibrant and prosperous community. As the Democratic 
Leader of the US House of Representatives for the 112th Congress, Congresswoman Pelosi is 
focused on strengthening America’s middle class and creating jobs. From 2007 to 2010, 
Congresswoman Pelosi served as Speaker of the House, having been elected as the first woman in 
US history to serve as Speaker. She first made history in November 2002 when House Democrats 
elected her the first woman to lead a major political party. Congresswoman Pelosi served as 
Democratic Leader from 2003 to 2007 and previously served as House Democratic Whip in 2002. 
As a senior member of the House Appropriations Committee, Congresswoman Pelosi fought for 
America’s families. She has been a leader in increasing educational opportunity, protecting 
workers, and promoting health care, including women’s health and the creation of a nationwide 
health-tracking network to examine the links between environmental pollutants and chronic 
disease. She has been a strong proponent of increased investments in health research and has 
secured funding to double the budget for the National Institutes of Health. Congresswoman Pelosi 
also has defeated repeated attempts to reduce funding for international family-planning programs. 
One of Congresswoman Pelosi’s first legislative victories was the creation of the Housing 
Opportunities for People with AIDS Program. She has also worked to accelerate development of 
an HIV vaccine, expand access to Medicaid for people living with HIV, and increase funding for 
the Ryan White CARE Act, the Minority HIV/AIDS Initiative, and other programs vital to people 
living with or at risk for HIV/AIDS. Congresswoman Pelosi also increased access to health 
insurance for people with disabilities by ensuring continuation of their health care coverage. She 
was instrumental in passing legislation to assist nonprofit organizations in the creation of 
affordable housing. Congresswoman Pelosi has long been an advocate for human rights around 
the world. She has fought to improve China’s human-rights record, attempting to tie trade to 
increased human-rights standards. She has also been a leader on efforts to free the people of 
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Tibet. As a member of the House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence for 10 years (the 
longest continuous period of service in the committee’s history), including 2 years as the Ranking 
Democrat, Congresswoman Pelosi has worked to ensure that policy makers and military 
commanders are provided with the timely and accurate intelligence necessary to guide diplomatic 
initiatives, succeed in combat, and protect US military forces. 

James H. Powell, MD, CPI 
James H. Powell, MD, CPI, received his doctor of medicine degree from Cornell University 
Medical College in New York City. He trained in the Division of Clinical Pharmacology at 
Cornell University Medical College and was appointed assistant professor of pharmacology. In 
1982, he joined the pharmaceutical industry with Procter & Gamble Pharmaceuticals. He held 
multiple positions of increasing responsibility within the drug development divisions at Procter & 
Gamble, most recently as senior medical director and head of the Clinical Pharmacology and 
Pharmacokinetics Department, before retiring in September, 2006. He is a charter member of the 
American Academy of Pharmaceutical Physicians and a recipient of its Lifetime Honorary 
Membership award. He served as a member of the Physician Investigator Certification Council 
for the academy and chaired its committee for development of investigator certification policy. 
He has received the designation of certified physician investigator by the academy. He is 
currently a member of the Board of Directors for the Center for Closing the Health Gap in 
Greater Cincinnati. In the fall of 2005, Dr. Powell was appointed by US Department of Health 
and Human Services Secretary Michael Leavy to membership on the Secretary’s Advisory 
Committee for Human Research Protection. Currently, Dr. Powell is principal investigator for the 
National Medical Association’s Project IMPACT and serves as an independent consultant on 
medical research strategies and issues, including Baylor College of Medicine’s Project EDICT 
(Eliminating Disparities in Clinical Trials). He has authored or coauthored many publications on 
basic and clinical pharmacological research. He is a member of numerous medical and scientific 
organizations and has conducted multiple scientific presentations and workshops, including 
several on clinical trials in people of color. 

Lita Marie Proctor, PhD 
Lita Marie Proctor, PhD, is the coordinator of the $170 million National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) Common Fund Human Microbiome Project (HMP) as well as program director in the 
National Human Genome Research Institute. Dr. Proctor’s administrative duties include 
management and oversight of the trans-NIH HMP. The human microbiome is defined as all of the 
microbes and their collective genomes in and on the human body that play a role in human health 
and disease. This initiative includes a 300-human-subject healthy cohort study; nine 
demonstration projects, which include studies on the relationship between diseases and the 
microbiome, such as Crohn’s disease, ulcerative colitis, eczema, and esophageal adenocarcinoma; 
and programs in computational tools development, technology development, and in ethical, legal 
and societal implications. She also oversees the Data Analysis and Coordination Center for the 
HMP. Dr. Proctor obtained a bachelor’s degree in biology from Virginia Polytechnic Institute, a 
master’s degree in zoology from the University of Georgia, and a doctorate in oceanography from 
the State University of New York at Stony Brook. She trained as a National Science Foundation 
postdoctoral fellow in molecular genetics at the University of California at Los Angeles. 
Dr. Proctor was a faculty member in the Department of Oceanography at Florida State University 
and in the Institute of Marine Sciences at the University of California at Santa Cruz. She served 
as a program director at the National Science Foundation and at the Gordon and Betty Moore 
Foundation. In 2010, she joined NIH to become program director and then coordinator of HMP. 
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Gary A. Puckrein, PhD 
Gary A. Puckrein, PhD, is president and chief executive officer of the National Minority Quality 
Forum. The Forum is dedicated to improving the quality of health care through the use of 
evidence-based, data-driven initiatives. The Forum maintains a centralized data warehouse of 
vital statistics, demographics, environmental information, provider claims, prescription drug use, 
clinical laboratory values, health-care access points, and other data. The Forum employs these 
data resources to build World Wide Web–based atlases that enable users to measure and forecast 
health status and disease prevalence in small geographic areas, evaluate the impact of specific 
interventions, and monitor changes in health outcomes. Dr. Puckrein is considered a preeminent 
authority on health information products and was the publisher of American Visions and Minority 
Health Today. Dr. Puckrein has served on numerous health-care advisory boards, including the 
National Advisory Board on Health Disparities for the Health Research and Educational Trust 
(American Hospital Association), the CLAS/Health Disparities Expert Panel (National 
Committee for Quality Assurance), and the Pharmacy Education Advisory Council (American 
Association of Colleges of Pharmacy). Between 1974 and 1992, Dr. Puckrein taught and lectured 
at Brown University, Rutgers University, Connecticut College, and Roger Williams College. 
Dr. Puckrein has received many awards and honors, including being named a visiting scholar and 
fellow at the Smithsonian's National Museum of American History and a visiting fellow at 
Princeton University. He was awarded doctoral and master’s degrees in history from Brown 
University, and a bachelor’s degree from California State University at Los Angeles. 

The Honorable Harry Reid 
Harry Reid is the Majority Leader in the US Senate, a man who commands the respect of 
colleagues from both parties, and a powerful advocate for Nevada’s middle-class families. Since 
Nevadans elected him to the Senate in 1986, he has developed a reputation as a consensus builder 
and a skillful legislator. Even his Republican colleagues praise his reasoned, balanced approach. 
Senator Reid will work with anyone and everyone to address the issues important to Nevada. 
After Nevadans reelected him to a third term in 1998, Senator Reid was chosen by his colleagues 
to serve as the Assistant Democratic Leader, also known as the Whip. And after he won a fourth 
term in 2004 by a wide margin, he was unanimously elected Senate Democratic Leader. He has 
earned the trust of both Democrats and Republicans, and his reputation for integrity and fairness 
has given the small state of Nevada a powerful voice in Congress. Since he came to the Senate in 
1986, Harry Reid has built a strong record of accomplishments for the people of Nevada. Senator 
Reid is leading the way on solutions to keep Nevadans in their homes and end the foreclosure 
crisis, which is weakening the state’s economy. He is a leader on reducing the cost of health care, 
while increasing the number of Nevadans who have medical insurance. And he is working to 
create thousands of good-paying Nevada jobs by making the state the leader in renewable energy. 
While some are taking away funding from Nevada schools, Senator Reid is using his leadership 
position to deliver more federal funding to invest in Nevada students, reduce class sizes, and 
lower the dropout rate. He also has helped make college more affordable by increasing grant aid 
and cutting student loan interest rates in half. Reid is a tireless worker, and it is not unusual for 
him to be the first senator of either party to arrive at the Capitol in the morning and the last to go 
home at night. Despite the demands of his career in government, Senator Reid’s family has 
always been his first priority. The bonds forged in the tight-knit family have only grown stronger 
as the Reid children have grown up, embarked on their own careers, and started their own 
families. Today, Senator Reid and Landra are the proud grandparents of 16 grandchildren. 

Pamela Gehron Robey, PhD 
Pamela Gehron Robey, PhD, is currently chief of the Craniofacial and Skeletal Diseases Branch, 
National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial Research. Her work has focused on the isolation and 
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characterization of osteogenic cells, factors that mediate their differentiation, and production of 
bone extracellular matrix. She developed a technique for establishment of normal, 
nontransformed osteogenic cells in vitro, a method that is now broadly used, which enabled the 
isolation and characterization of many of the genes for osteogenic proteins. She subsequently 
turned toward the identification of osteogenic precursor cells in bone marrow, bone marrow 
stromal (mesenchymal) stem cells, and has been studying their multipotential nature, their role in 
skeletal diseases, and their use in regenerative medicine. Based on this work, Dr. Robey 
established the National Institutes of Health (NIH) Bone Marrow Stromal Cell Transplantation 
Center in the Warren G. Magnusen Clinical Center and serves as one of its co-coordinators. She 
is a member of the NIH Stem Cell Task Force and is the acting director of the NIH Stem Cell 
Unit. Dr. Robey has served on numerous editorial boards, is a past associate editor of the Journal 
of Bone and Mineral Research, and currently is a lead reviewer for Stem Cells. She serves on 
many committees in professional organizations, in particular, on those focused on the career 
development of young investigators. 

Elijah Saunders, MD, FACC, FACP, FAHA, FASH 
Elijah Saunders, MD, FACC, FACP, FAHA, FASH, is a professor of medicine and head of the 
Section of Hypertension in the Division of Cardiology at the University of Maryland School of 
Medicine, Baltimore. He also serves as clinical associate professor of medicine at Meharry 
Medical College in Nashville, TN. He is a vice president for graduate medical education and 
affiliations at the University of Maryland Hospital. He received his medical degree from the 
University of Maryland School of Medicine and his bachelor of science from Morgan State 
College. He completed both his residency in internal medicine and a fellowship in cardiology at 
the University of Maryland Hospital in Baltimore. Dr. Saunders has received the American Heart 
Association’s Award of Merit, Louis B. Russell Award (highest award for contribution to 
cardiovascular minority health), and the Presidential Award from the Maryland Affiliate. In 2009, 
he was honored by the Associated Black Charities Inc. (Baltimore) as a Living Legend and 
nominated for the Herbert Nickens Award of the Association of American Medical Colleges. In 
2010, Dr. Saunders received the Honor Award and Gold Key from the University of Maryland 
Medical Alumni Association as well as the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Diversity Recognition 
Award from the University of Maryland, Baltimore. He has served on numerous panels, study 
groups, site visit groups, and committees of the National Institutes of Health. Dr. Saunders is a 
founding member, lifetime board member, former board chairman, and former president of the 
Association of Black Cardiologists. A fellow of the American College of Cardiology, American 
College of Physicians, American Heart Association, American College of Angiology, and the 
American Society of Hypertension, Dr. Saunders has lectured extensively throughout the country 
and internationally on hypertension, especially in special populations such as blacks, the elderly, 
and those with concomitant diseases. Dr. Saunders is coauthor of the medical textbook 
Hypertension in Blacks: Epidemiology, Pathophysiology and Treatment and a book for the public 
(High Blood Pressure). He is chief editor of the textbook Cardiovascular Diseases in Blacks. He 
is also coauthor of Handbook of Management of Hypertension in African Americans, currently in 
its second edition. He has appeared on numerous radio, television, videotaped and Internet 
programs; He has also written extensively for numerous medical journals, textbooks, and 
consumer magazines on the diagnosis, treatment, and control of hypertension, particularly in 
black populations. 

Elsayed Z. Soliman, MD, MSc, MS 
Elsayed Z. Soliman, MD, MSc, MS, is the director of the Epidemiological Cardiology Research 
Center (EPICARE), Wake Forest University School of Medicine, Winston-Salem, NC, the 
electrocardiogram (ECG) core laboratory for several National Institutes of Health–funded studies. 
He is currently the principal investigator of the ECG reading center for the Multi-Ethnic Study of 
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Atherosclerosis, the Hispanic Community Health Study, the Jackson Heart Study, the Systolic 
Blood Pressure Intervention Trial (SPRINT), the Atherosclerosis Risk in Communities Study, the 
Chronic Renal Insufficiency Cohort Study (CRIC), Action to Control Cardiovascular Disease 
Risk in Diabetes (ACCORD), Epidemiology of Diabetes Intervention & Complications Study 
(EDIC), and many others. Dr. Soliman’s research interests in population electrocardiography, 
cardiovascular epidemiology, and international health stem from his formal training in 
cardiology, epidemiology, and health services research. Before joining Wake Forest University, 
he worked as a cardiologist and cardiovascular epidemiologist in a number of countries, including 
Egypt, Trinidad and Tobago, and Malawi. Since joining Wake Forest University 2005, he has 
been instrumental in developing and updating the methodology of ECG recording in 
epidemiologic studies. This included inventing a new ECG cable (patent pending) and developing 
a new method for quality control of ECG recording in epidemiologic studies and clinical trials. 

Joseph A. Sparano, MD 
Joseph A. Sparano, MD, is a medical oncologist who is a clinician and clinical researcher. His 
interests include clinical application of gene expression profiling; clinical trials evaluating the 
management of operable, locally advanced, and metastatic breast cancer; and developmental 
therapeutics. His current positions include director of the Clinical Trials Office at the Einstein 
Cancer Center, chair of the Eastern Cooperative Oncology Group (ECOG) Breast Cancer 
Committee, associate chair for disease-oriented research for ECOG, principal investigator of the 
New York Cancer Consortium N01 (http://www.newyorkcancerconsortium.org), and study chair 
of TAILORx (Trial Assigning Individualized Options for Treatment). Through his involvement 
with the ECOG Breast Cancer Committee, he has led an effort to evaluate the diagnostic and 
predictive accuracy of estrogen and progesterone receptor testing in local laboratories compared 
with a central laboratory, using standard methods (e.g., immunohistochemistry), and more 
contemporary methods (e.g., qRT-PCR for RT-PCR, 21 gene assay). He has also led an effort to 
evaluate gene expression profiling retrospectively from completed studies, which has generated 
novel observations regarding how expression profiling may provide information that is 
complementary to classical clinicopathologic features, and the prognostic utility of TOP2A 
expression in ER-positive, HER2-negative disease, and GRB7 expression in triple-negative 
disease. Dr. Sparano is also the study chair for the largest prospective trial ever conducted 
evaluating the role of gene expression profiling in breast cancer (TAILORx). 

David E. R. Sutherland, MD, PhD 
David E. R. Sutherland graduated from the University of Minnesota Medical School in 1966, 
interned at West Virginia University, served two years in the US Army, completed his surgical 
residency and a transplant fellowship at the University of Minnesota in 1975, and joined the 
university faculty in 1976, spending his entire career to date at his alma mater. He was promoted 
to professor of surgery in 1984 and was head of the Division of Transplantation from 1994 to 
2009. He was also appointed director of the newly formed Diabetes Institute for Immunology and 
Transplantation within the Department of Surgery in 1994, recently renamed the Schulze 
Diabetes Institute. He was awarded the 2009 Surgical Alumnus of the year, and was past holder 
of the John S. Najarian Clinical Chair and head of the Division of Transplantation at the 
University of Minnesota School of Medicine. A renowned transplant surgeon, Dr. Sutherland has 
trained more than half the surgeons performing pancreas transplants worldwide and has overseen 
more than 2,000 done at the university. He founded the International Pancreas Transplant 
Registry in 1980. Among many firsts, he performed the world’s first clinical islet transplant in 
1974. Developing minimally invasive beta cell replacement as an alternative to insulin or 
pancreas transplantation to treat diabetes has dominated Dr. Sutherland’s research. He also 
pioneered preservation of beta cell mass and insulin secretory capacity by islet auto-
transplantation (IAT) at the time of total pancreatectomy (TP) for chronic pancreatitis, 

http://www.newyorkcancerconsortium.org/
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performing the first such procedure with Dr. Najarian in 1977; more than 350 TP-IATs have been 
done at the university to date. Dr. Sutherland is past president (2004–06) of the Transplantation 
Society, the International Pancreas and Islet Transplant Society (1997), the Cell Transplantation 
Society (1996), and the American Society of Transplant Surgeons (1990–91). He was appointed 
editor of Clinical Transplantation in January 2007. Dr. Sutherland is author or coauthor on over 
1,500. 

J. Craig Venter, PhD 
J. Craig Venter, PhD, is founder, chairman, and president of the J. Craig Venter Institute (JCVI), 
a not-for-profit research organization with approximately 400 scientists and staff dedicated to 
human, microbial, plant, synthetic, and environmental genomic research, as well as the 
exploration of social and ethical issues in genomics. Dr. Venter is also founder and chief 
executive officer of Synthetic Genomics, Inc., a privately held company dedicated to 
commercializing genomic-driven solutions to address global needs, such as new sources of 
energy and next-generation vaccines. Dr. Venter has been a driving force in genomics for several 
decades and has enabled many discoveries and breakthroughs, including expressed sequence tags, 
used to rapidly discover new genes; the first complete genome of a living organism; the first draft 
of the human genome in 2001; the first complete diploid human genome in 2007; more than 
40 million new genes from his Sorcerer II Global Expedition; and groundbreaking advances in 
creating the first self-replicating bacterial cell constructed entirely from synthetic DNA. 
Dr. Venter is a member of the National Academy of Sciences. He is also the recipient of 
numerous honorary degrees, public honors, and scientific awards, including the 2008 National 
Medal of Science by President Obama. 

Leonard Weather Jr., MD 
Leonard Weather Jr., MD, is a gynecologist, specializing in infertility, fibroids, pelvic pain, and 
endometriosis. He hails from Utica, NY, and lived and practiced in New Orleans, LA, for a 
number of years until Hurricane Katrina. He presently resides in Shreveport, LA, and is married 
to Cynthia Montgomery, MD, who is also an obstetrician/gynecologist. In addition, Dr. Weather 
is a health educator, ordained minister, photographer, and avid traveler. He has traveled 
extensively throughout Africa, Europe, and Asia. He is the publisher of the Dr Weather Report,, a 
bimonthly health-care e-newsletter. In addition he has authored three inspirational poetry books 
and an infertility handbook. His more recent book of poetry and inspirational words, It’s All 
About Love, was published in April 2009. Dr. Weather is an active gynecological clinical trials 
researcher and has presented over 122 peer-reviewed presentations and papers on laser surgery 
and the outpatient treatment of infertility, endometriosis, pelvic pain, and fibroids. Dr. Weather is 
a graduate of Howard University’s College of Pharmacy and received his doctor of medicine 
degree from Rush Medical College and trained in gynecology and obstetrics at the Johns Hopkins 
University Hospital. Dr. Weather was recently elected president-elect of the National Medical 
Association, and he was installed as the 111th president in August 2010, in Orlando, FL, at the 
association’s 107th Annual Meeting. In September 2009, he was appointed cochair of the 
Commission to End Health Care Disparities and scientific adviser to the Endometriosis 
Association. 

Marcus L. Williams, MD, FACC 
Marcus L. Williams, MD, FACC, is currently in practice at Cardiac Associates of North Jersey, 
PA. He is also assistant clinical professor of medicine in the Division of Cardiology at the 
University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey. Prior to joining Cardiac Associates, he 
served as chief of cardiology for the Veterans Affairs Hospital in East Orange, NJ. His clinical 
interests and expertise are in hyperlipidemia and general cardiology. Major research interests are 
in ischemic heart disease outcomes, clinical trials in acute ischemic syndromes, and mechanisms 
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of sudden death. He graduated from Yale University and earned his medical degree with honors 
from George Washington University. Following an internship and residency at the University of 
North Carolina (UNC), Dr. Williams completed his research and clinical cardiology fellowship at 
UNC. Dr. Williams is board certified in internal medicine, cardiology, and nuclear cardiology. He 
is a fellow in the American College of Cardiology and American Heart Association. Active in 
various professional societies, Dr. Williams currently serves as president of the Association of 
Black Cardiologists, Inc. He is also past president of the American Heart Association, North 
Jersey Chapter. Dr. Williams has numerous publications as author and coauthor, with content 
appearing in the Journal of the American College of Cardiology, Circulation, and Ethnicity and 
Disease. 

Richard Allen Williams, MD 
Richard Allen Williams, MD, founder of the Association of Black Cardiologists (1974), is a cum 
laude honors graduate of Harvard University and subsequently attended the State University of 
New York Downstate Medical Center, where he received his doctorate in medicine. He 
performed an internship at the University of California San Francisco Medical Center, a residency 
in internal medicine at Los Angeles County–University of Southern California Medical Center, 
and a cardiology fellowship at Brigham and Women’s Hospital and Harvard Medical School. 
Dr. Williams has held positions as assistant medical director at Martin Luther King, Jr., Hospital 
in Los Angeles; chief of the Heart Station at the West Los Angeles VA Hospital; and head of 
cardiology at the same institution. At present he is clinical professor of medicine at the University 
of California, Los Angeles, School of Medicine, where he has been a faculty member for over 
30 years. He is also the founder of the Minority Health Institute (1985), which focuses on 
educational programs to teach doctors about cultural competency, diversity, and health-care 
disparities. He currently serves on the Board of Directors of the Institute for the Advancement of 
Multicultural and Minority Medicine, for which he is the immediate past chair. Among his many 
publications are the Textbook of Black Related Diseases, Humane Medicine, volumes 1 and 2, 
and The Athlete and Heart Disease. He has also published numerous scientific papers on 
cardiovascular disease. Two recent books are entitled Eliminating Healthcare Disparities in 
America: Beyond the IOM Report, and The Heart of the Matter, both published in 2008. His 
newest book, Healthcare Disparities at the Crossroads with Healthcare Reform (Springer) was 
released in March 2011. Dr. Williams has received many honors, including the Scroll of Merit 
from the National Medical Association, which is their highest award. He was given the Louis B. 
Russell, Jr., Memorial Award by the American Heart Association for outstanding service in the 
minority community. He also received the Lifetime Achievement Award from Harvard Medical 
School in 2004 in recognition of his successful efforts to increase diversity at that institution 
when he was on the faculty there. He was the recipient of a Lifetime Achievement Award from 
the National Minority Quality Forum in 2009. He was recently inducted into fellowship with the 
American College of Cardiology. Dr. Williams is a frequent lecturer on health-care disparities as 
well on clinical topics, such as hypertension, dyslipidemia, diabetes, obesity, and heart failure. 

Cecil B. Wilson, MD 
Cecil B. Wilson, MD, an internist from Winter Park, FL, became the 165th president of the 
American Medical Association (AMA) in June 2010. Dr. Wilson has been a member of the AMA 
Board of Trustees since 2002, and he served as chair of the board from 2006 to 2007. Dr. Wilson 
has also been a member of the AMA House of Delegates since 1992 and was previously elected 
to two terms as a member of the AMA Council on Constitution and Bylaws, of which he also 
served as vice chair. Dr. Wilson has a distinguished record of service and leadership in organized 
medicine. He was president of the Florida Medical Association (FMA) and chair of its board of 
governors and executive committee. In 2003 Dr. Wilson was recognized by the FMA with its 
highest award, the Certificate of Merit. He served as president of the Orange County Medical 
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Society and of the medical staffs of the Winter Park Memorial Hospital and Florida Hospital 
Medical Center, Orlando. After receiving his bachelor’s degree in history and his doctorate from 
Emory University, Atlanta, GA, Dr. Wilson interned at the US Naval Hospital, Portsmouth, VA, 
and completed his residency in internal medicine at the US Naval Hospital, San Diego, CA. He 
served as a Navy flight surgeon, rising to the rank of commander. Dr. Wilson has been in private 
practice of internal medicine in Central Florida for more than 30 years. He is board certified in 
internal medicine and a Master of the American College of Physicians (ACP). Dr. Wilson’s 
service in organized medicine includes leadership in his specialty of internal medicine. He is a 
past chair of the ACP Board of Regents. He also served on the board of the American Society of 
Internal Medicine (ASIM) and was a member of the merger committee between ACP and ASIM, 
which resulted in the largest medical specialty society in the United States. At the state level, 
Dr. Wilson has received the prestigious Laureate Award for service to internal medicine from the 
Florida chapter of ACP. In addition to his work within organized medicine, Dr. Wilson served as 
a board member of COLA, a physician-run organization that accredits more than 8,000 physician 
office laboratories nationwide. He is currently a national fellow and adviser for the Center for 
Global Health and Medical Diplomacy at the University of North Florida and a clinical professor 
in health administration in the Brooks College of Health at the university. He is also a past 
president of the Florida Statewide Health Council and past chair of the Local Health Council of 
East Central Florida. 

Farhad Zangeneh, MD, FACP, FACE 
Farhad Zangeneh, MD, FACP, FACE, is assistant clinical professor of medicine at George 
Washington University School of Medicine in Washington, DC. He is the medical director of 
Endocrine, Diabetes and Osteoporosis Clinic (EDOC) in Sterling, VA. Dr. Zangeneh is certified 
by the American Board of Internal Medicine and has a subspecialty certification in 
endocrinology, diabetes, and metabolism. Dr. Zangeneh has served the American Association of 
Clinical Endocrinologists (AACE) in numerous capacities. He has been part of the Cleveland 
Clinic/AACE annual endocrinology and metabolism board review course as a faculty and 
codirector since 2003. He serves on the editorial boards of many peer-reviewed journals, 
including Endocrine Practice. He was reelected to serve on the AACE Board of Directors in 2010 
for a three-year term. Dr. Zangeneh participated in the AACE diabetes public awareness 
campaigns, including Diabetes & You: Step It Up to Get It Down and State of Diabetes 
Complications in America—media activities with Bob Harper of NBC’s Biggest Loser and 
Shawn Springs of the Washington Redskins. The campaigns encouraged people with type 2 
diabetes to manage their disease better through the use of easy-to-understand and motivational 6.5 
Steps Toward Better Blood Sugar Control and educated patients about the risk of diabetes 
complications. He accompanied Sally Field during the National Osteoporosis Awareness Month 
in Capitol Hill. He provided oral testimony at the July 30 Food and Drug Administration 
Endocrine and Metabolic Drugs Advisory Committee open public hearing. Dr. Zangeneh is 
published in several peer-reviewed journals, including American Journal of Physiology—
Endocrinology and Metabolism, Mayo Clinic Proceedings, Endocrine Practice, Thyroid, 
Diabetes Care, Postgraduate Medicine, and Endocrine Trends. He has received numerous 
awards, including the AACE Young Investigator Award and research grants from the Endocrine 
Fellows Foundation. Dr. Zangeneh’s research interests include the interplay between insulin 
resistance and impaired insulin secretion in the natural history of type 2 diabetes mellitus. He has 
ongoing research projects studying the epidemic of vitamin D deficiency. 

Lu Zawistowich, ScD 
Lu Zawistowich, ScD, is the first executive director of the Medicaid and CHIP Payment and 
Access Commission (MACPAC). Dr. Zawistowich has more than twenty years’ health policy 
experience. Currently, Dr. Zawistowich is serving as the acting deputy of the Office of Consumer 
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Information and Insurance Oversight (OCIIO) at Department of Health and Human Services. 
Prior to joining OCIIO, she served as senior advisor to the administrator of the Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS). Additionally, she has extensive private-sector experience 
working with health care providers and health care delivery systems. Dr. Zawistowich has a long 
history of government service and was the deputy director of the Medicare Payment Advisory 
Commission (MedPAC). Prior to MedPAC, she worked at CMS in several senior leadership 
positions, including as director of the Office of Contractor Management and the Office of 
Medicare Demonstration Programs. She also directed the Office of State Health Reform 
Demonstrations and worked with states to implement Medicaid managed-care programs. She 
served as the deputy director of the Office of Medicaid Policy. Dr. Zawistowich began her health 
policy career working for the Maryland State Department of Health and Mental Hygiene. 
Dr. Zawistowich earned her doctor of science degree in health policy and management from the 
Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg School of Public Health. 
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