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Ola Akinboboye, MD, MPH, FACC, FACP, FAHA 
Dr. Akinboboye is an Associate Professor of Clinical Medicine at the Weill Medical College of 
Cornell University, NY. He is also the Medical Director of Laurelton Heart Specialist P.C., in 
Laurelton, Queens. NY. Dr Akinboboye was on the faculty of Columbia University from 1995 to 
2000 as Assistant Professor of Clinical Medicine. He obtained a Master of Public Health Degree 
from the School of Public Health at Columbia University in 1998. He also received a Masters 
degree in Business Administration from Columbia Business School in 2001. He is board certified 
in internal medicine, cardiology, hypertension, cardiac CT sleep medicine and nuclear cardiology. 
He serves as the President of the Association of Black Cardiologists (ABC). In addition to this 
leadership position, Dr. Akinboboye is Chair of ABC’s Continuing Education Committee and 
Co-chair of the examination drafting committee and a member of the Board of the Certifying 
Board of Nuclear Cardiology. Dr. Ola Akinboboye has received numerous awards. He was 
selected by Castle Connolly as one of America’s Top Doctors in the New York Metro area from 
2005 to 2010. He was recognized by New York Magazine as one of New York’s best heart 
doctors (2006-2008) and on the cover of the Network Journal (2/2008), as one of the Best Black 
Doctors in the New York tri-state area. He received a humanitarian award from the College of 
Medicine at University of Ibadan in Nigeria in 2005 for his ongoing efforts to spread expertise in 
the techniques of cardiopulmonary resuscitation in Nigeria. He also received an award from the 
Association of Black Cardiologists for his dedicated service as a board member from 1999 to 
2005. 

Nadia Ali 
Nadia Ali is the Director of Clinical Redesign Initiatives at the Camden Coalition of Healthcare 
Providers. As part of her role, she oversees the Camden Citywide Diabetes Collaborative, a 
comprehensive, multidisciplinary program to improve diabetes care at the patient, practice and 
community level. Ms. Ali oversees the program’s various objectives and works closely with 
Camden’s primary care practices. Prior to joining the Coalition, Ms. Ali worked as Project 
Manager for NYU School of Medicine to help develop a plan for a regional health information 
network across emergency departments in the greater New York region, titled the New York 
Clinical Information Exchange (NYCLIX). In addition, Ms. Ali has worked on health disparities 
research and outreach in immigrant communities. She is passionate about promoting healthy 
behaviors among populations that may not seek services due to cultural stigmas, and shifting the 
health care dialogue from treatment to prevention. Ms. Ali’s academic background includes 
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studies in health policy and management, public health, and Spanish. She is a graduate of New 
York University’s Robert F. Wagner Graduate School of Public Service and Rutgers University. 

C. Donovan Beckett, DO 
C. Donovan Beckett was born and raised in Williamson (Mingo County), and graduated from 
Williamson High School. He went on to attend the West Virginia College of Osteopathic 
Medicine and completed a Family Medicine residency program at West Virginia University 
affiliated Charleston Area Medical Center in Charleston, West Virginia. Dr. Beckett has had a 
successful private practice in Williamson, WV, since 2004, and recognizes and appreciates the 
tremendous opportunity and responsibility he has in caring for patients in the community in 
which he was born and raised. He has served as Chief of Staff at Williamson Memorial Hospital 
for 3 years. He is the physician founder of the Williamson Health and Wellness Center. Prior to 
its creation, he began a free clinic in his existing office to counter the increasing lack of access to 
uninsured patients in his community. 

Benjamin M. Bluml, RPh 
Benjamin Bluml is the Senior Vice President for Research and Innovation at the American 
Pharmacists Association Foundation. He received his Bachelor of Science in Pharmacy from the 
University of Missouri at Kansas City in 1984 and has provided direction for practice-based 
research initiatives since February 1996. Mr. Bluml has been the principal architect for the 
clinical and technology models for the Foundation’s patient care programs. He works with 
pharmacists, physicians, payers, research organizations, and technology companies across the 
United States to design and implement innovative collaborative practice programs and health care 
service delivery systems. Along with his 17 years at the APhA Foundation and 12 years of 
pharmacy practice experience, Mr. Bluml is the author of several health care software 
applications published in the 1980s and 90s designed to improve health care. He has also 
authored numerous professional journal publications related to his work on collaborative practice, 
health information technology, inter-disciplinary patient care, and quality improvement. Mr. 
Bluml holds an adjunct faculty appointment at the University of Missouri Kansas City (UMKC) 
School of Pharmacy, and has been actively involved in national and international efforts that 
establish and promote pharmacoinformatics standards to improve medication use and health 
information exchange. The UMKC School of Pharmacy Alumni Association recognized him for 
outstanding service to the profession in 1991. He received the DuPont Pharma Innovative 
Practitioner Award from the Missouri Pharmacy Association in 1994. American Druggist named 
him one of the Nation’s 50 Most Influential Pharmacists in 1998, and the University of Missouri 
Kansas City recognized him with an alumni achievement award in 2010. Most recently, Mr. 
Bluml was named the Missouri recipient of the 2011 Bowl of Hygeia Award. 

Jonca Bull, MD 
Dr. Jonca Bull joined the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) in August 2012 as the 
Director of the Office of Minority Health. Dr. Bull brings extensive public and private sector 
experience in dealing with a range of product development and diversity issues to this important 
position. Dr. Bull previously served in FDA in a variety of positions in both CDER and the Office 
of the Commissioner spanning 12 years. Beginning as a CDER clinical reviewer, Dr. Bull’s 
leadership roles ranged from Director of the Office of Drug Evaluation V to Deputy Director of 
the Office of Surveillance and Epidemiology.  In the Office of the Commissioner as a medical 
advisor, her work focused on issues affecting minority health matters, and she also served as 
acting Director of the Office of Women’s Health. During her former tenure at FDA, Dr. Bull 
received several awards for her diversity-related work. Dr. Bull has now returned to FDA after 
most recently serving as Vice President for US Drug Regulatory Policy at Novartis and, prior to 
that, as Director of Clinical Regulatory Policy at Genentech. She brings industry experience 
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across a diverse therapeutic portfolio, covering both product development and post approval risk 
evaluation and mitigation strategies, in a global environment. Dr. Bull also previously spent 
eleven years providing clinical care in a multi-specialty group practice, and she currently serves 
as an Assistant Clinical Professor at George Washington University Medical Center. Dr. Bull is a 
graduate of Princeton University and received her medical degree from Duke University School 
of Medicine. She did her postgraduate training at George Washington University, is board 
certified in Ophthalmology, and is a fellow of the American Academy of Ophthalmology. 

LaVarne A. Burton 
LaVarne A. Burton is President and Chief Executive Officer of the American Kidney Fund 
(AKF), a national nonprofit organization whose mission is to fight kidney disease through direct 
financial support to patients in need; health education; and prevention outreach. Ms. Burton has 
led AKF since 2005. As the number of people living with kidney disease has grown, so has the 
need for the programs and services of the American Kidney Fund, the nation’s leading source of 
charitable assistance to dialysis patients. In 2012, the American Kidney Fund provided treatment-
related grant assistance to more than 83,000 dialysis patients nationwide. The American Kidney 
Fund has significantly enhanced its programs and services during Ms. Burton’s tenure. Her 
leadership has propelled the organization to notable milestones, including the expansion of 
AKF’s kidney disease screening program into communities nationwide and the development of 
public awareness media campaigns. Before joining AKF, Ms. Burton was a senior partner at 
Martin & Associates, a consulting firm to the health care industry and to major health information 
management and technology companies. Previously, she served as President of the 
Pharmaceutical Care Management Association, the national trade association representing 
pharmacy benefit managers and their partners. Ms. Burton currently serves as Chair of the 
National Health Council Board of Directors. The National Health Council is the only organization 
of its kind that brings together all segments of the health community to provide a united voice for 
the more than 133 million people with chronic diseases and disabilities and their family 
caregivers. She received her bachelor’s degree from Howard University and her master’s degree 
from The George Washington University. 

Congressman G. K. Butterfield 
Congressman G. K. Butterfield is a life-long resident of eastern North Carolina. Born and raised 
in Wilson, Congressman Butterfield spent his formative years attending Charles H. Darden High 
School and worked tirelessly in the Civil Rights Movement as a youth. Congressman Butterfield 
graduated from college and law school at North Carolina Central University in Durham, North 
Carolina. After earning his law degree, Congressman Butterfield founded a law practice in 
Wilson and served the community in that capacity for 14 years. He is best known for his 
successful litigation of voting rights cases that resulted in the election of African-American 
elected officials. In 1988, Congressman Butterfield was elected as Resident Superior Court judge. 
In this role, he presided over civil and criminal court in 46 counties of North Carolina. For two 
years, he served on the North Carolina Supreme Court by appointment of the governor. 
Butterfield retired from the judiciary after 15 years of service and successfully ran for Congress. 
He was elected to serve the First District of North Carolina in the U.S. House of Representatives 
in a special election on July 20, 2004, where he continues to serve today. In Congress, 
Congressman Butterfield is a champion of affordable medical care, education, investments in 
rural communities, veterans, renewable energies, and federal programs that support low-income 
and middle-class Americans. Congressman Butterfield serves in the Democratic leadership as 
Chief Deputy Whip and as First Vice-Chair of the Congressional Black Caucus. He sits on the 
influential Committee on Energy & Commerce as the 8th most senior Democrat on the Health 
Subcommittee. In addition, he serves as a member of the subcommittees of Commerce, 
Manufacturing & Trade, and Oversight and Investigations. Congressman Butterfield is a life-long 
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member of Jackson Chapel First Missionary Baptist Church. He is a veteran of the U.S. Army 
and a proud father and grandfather. 

John J. Castellani 
John Castellani is the President & Chief Executive Officer of the Pharmaceutical Research and 
Manufacturers of America (PhRMA). Mr. Castellani, who joined PhRMA in August 2010, leads 
an organization that represents America’s leading pharmaceutical research and biotechnology 
companies. These companies directly employ more than 600,000 men and women nationwide and 
work to create new medicines that help patients fight disease and live longer, healthier lives. 
PhRMA members are among the most innovative research-based companies in the world, 
investing an estimated $49.5 billion in new medical research and development in 2011. In 
assuming his new responsibilities, Mr. Castellani has pledged that PhRMA will continue to lead 
efforts to find patient-centered solutions to healthcare challenges in America and around the 
globe. In particular, PhRMA will focus on helping to successfully implement -- and improve -- 
the healthcare reform law and will work to build a dynamic environment in the United States that 
promotes and rewards medical innovation. Before joining PhRMA, Mr. Castellani was President 
and Chief Executive Officer of Business Roundtable (BRT). The BRT is an association of chief 
executive officers from leading U.S. corporations with a combined workforce of nearly 12 
million employees and $6 trillion in annual revenues. Under Mr. Castellani, the BRT played vital 
roles in the adoption of long-awaited civil-justice reform legislation in 2005, approval of the 
Central America Free Trade Agreement, and enactment of critically important legislation to lower 
tax rates and slash taxes on dividends in 2003. He also was a leader of the coalition working in 
support of Social Security reform, the “Divided We Fail” partnership formed to urge 
congressional action on healthcare reform and retirement security, and other initiatives to keep 
the United States competitive and a global hub of innovation. Mr. Castellani is frequently sought 
by the news media for his expert insights on business and public policy issues, appearing on such 
programs as NBC’s “Meet the Press,” PBS’ “The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer,” Fox News 
Channel’s “Special Report,” and CNBC’s “Street Signs.” In 2007, Castellani was named one of 
the 100 most influential people in corporate governance by Directorship Magazine. A graduate of 
Union College in Schenectady, N.Y., Mr. Castellani and his wife, Terry, reside in Washington 
and have two sons. 

Congresswoman Donna Christensen 
The Honorable Donna M. Christensen continues to distinguish herself as a leader in Congress. As 
a Member serving her Ninth Term, she is the first female physician to serve as a Member in the 
history of the U.S. Congress, the first woman to represent an offshore Territory, and the first 
woman Delegate from the U.S. Virgin Islands. She serves as an Assistant Majority Whip in the 
Democratic Caucus. In the 113th Congress, Delegate Christensen serves on the Committee of 
Energy and Commerce, and its Subcommittees on Health, on Energy and Power and on 
Commerce, Manufacturing and Trade. Delegate Christensen chairs the Congressional Black 
Caucus’ Health Braintrust, which oversees and advocates minority health issues nationally and 
internationally. She is a Member of the Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues, the 
Congressional Travel and Tourism Caucus and the Friends of the Caribbean Caucus. Born in 
1945 to the late Judge Almeric Christian and Virginia Sterling Christian, she earned a Bachelor of 
Science in 1966 at St. Mary’s College in Notre Dame, Indiana and an M.D. (Doctor of Medicine) 
in 1970 from George Washington University School of Medicine in Washington, D.C. She 
interned at Pacific Medical Center in San Francisco, California from 1970 to 1971 and did her 
residency in family medicine at Howard University Medical Center from 1973 to 1974. She 
became a board certified physician in 1977. She is the mother of two daughters, Rabiah Green 
George and Karida Green, and the grandmother of Nia Elena Hamilton, Kobe and Layla Marie 
George and Nealia Williams. 
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Helene D. Clayton-Jeter, OD 
Dr. Helene D. Clayton-Jeter is a Patient and Health Professional Liaison in the Office of Health 
and Constituent Affairs (OHCA), Office of External Affairs in the Office of the Commissioner at 
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA). She assists in planning, developing, and 
evaluating FDA policies and programs related to patients and health care professionals. The 
office also manages FDA’s MedWatch, Patient Representative and Patient Network Programs. 
Dr. Clayton-Jeter has been a healthcare provider and advocate for patients in the community as a 
representative of Medical Care for Children Partnerships and the Mid-Atlantic Chapter of Prevent 
Blindness America. In her role at OHCA, she serves as a channel through which health 
professional and patient issues and viewpoints can be brought to the attention of FDA medical 
and regulatory staff. She also works with health professionals, health professional organizations, 
patients and patient advocacy groups on issues related to the FDA drug approval process, clinical 
trials and access to investigational therapies. Providing FDA representation at scientific and 
policy meetings related to life-threatening diseases and other special health concerns is another 
aspect of her role at OHCA. Dr. Clayton-Jeter manages the FDA’s newly launched 
Cardiovascular and Endocrine Liaison Program, web page and Diabetes Monitor subscriber 
email. She serves as the OHCA subject-matter-expert in the ophthalmic arena and is an OHCA 
primary liaison to the Center for Device and Radiological Health. She has published ophthalmic-
related and patient-centered articles. Dr. Clayton-Jeter has given presentations to a variety of 
audiences on various issues, including ophthalmic, cardiovascular, diabetes and health disparity 
related topics. Dr. Clayton-Jeter has an O.D. (Doctor of Optometry) degree from Pennsylvania 
College of Optometry at Salus University and holds a B.S. degree from Virginia Commonwealth 
University. She practiced clinical optometry in a variety of healthcare settings for 21 years prior 
to joining the staff at the Office of Health and Constituent Affairs. 

Enrique Conterno 
Enrique Conterno was named Senior Vice President and President of Lilly Diabetes, effective 
November 1, 2009. Prior to this role, Mr. Conterno served as president of Lilly USA, the 
company’s largest affiliate. Born in Lima, Peru, Mr. Conterno earned his bachelor’s degree in 
mechanical engineering from Case Western Reserve University in 1989, and his MBA from Duke 
University in 1992. Mr. Conterno joined Lilly as a sales representative in 1992. From 1993 to 
1995, he held roles as a financial analyst, marketing associate, and business development 
manager. In 1996, Mr. Conterno was named sales and marketing director for Lilly Peru, and in 
1998, he became sales and marketing director for the Brazil affiliate. In 2000, Mr. Conterno was 
named executive director of marketing for the intercontinental region and Japan. In 2003, Mr. 
Conterno became president and general manager for Lilly’s operations in Mexico. In July 2006, 
Mr. Conterno was named vice president of Lilly USA’s neuroscience business unit, and he 
assumed the role of Lilly USA senior vice president of health care professional markets in 2008. 
In January 2009, he was named president of Lilly USA. Mr. Conterno is a member of the Board 
of Visitors for Duke University’s Fuqua School of Business, serves on the Greater Indianapolis 
Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors and Executive Committee, and a member of the Park 
Tudor School Board. In 2012, he was named to the Board of Directors for the National 
Association of Manufacturers. He and his wife, Kathleen, have three children: Francesca, 
Jacqueline and Nicholas.  

Ronald D’Amico, MD 
Dr. Ronald D’Amico is an Infectious Disease physician with over twenty years of experience in 
HIV clinical medicine. He received his medical degree from Midwestern University in Chicago 
and continued his training in Internal Medicine at Loyola University Medical Center and 
completed a Fellowship in Infectious Diseases at Rush Medical College, both in Chicago, Illinois. 
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He has worked as a co-investigator of the AIDS Clinical Trials Group (ACTG) at Beth Israel 
Medical Center in New York City where he was also an Associate Professor of Clinical Medicine 
from 1998-2006. Dr. D’Amico has published several articles in peer review journals focusing on 
various aspects relating to HIV infection including pathogen specific immunity, immune 
reconstitution PML and the humoral immune response to Pneumocystis jiroveci. More recently, 
Dr. D’Amico earned a Masters degree in Medical Microbiology at the London School of Hygiene 
and Tropical Medicine and completed a molecular virology thesis exploring co-receptor usage in 
non-clade B HIV viruses. Dr. D’Amico has led training courses in Kampala, Uganda for 
physicians and allied health care professionals on the administration of antiretroviral therapies. 
Dr. D’Amico joined Abbott/AbbVie in 2010 as an Associate Medical Director in Global 
Pharmaceutical and Research Development. His initial responsibilities included the medical 
oversight for Aluvia (AbbVie’s protease inhibitor marketed in resource limited settings) on the 
African continent and more recently, he has been involved with HCV related activities within the 
United States. Presently, Dr. D’Amico is responsible for Medical Affairs related activities for 
both HCV and HIV within the US. 

Jaime A. Davidson, MD, FACP, MACE 
Dr. Jaime A. Davidson is a Professor of Internal Medicine, Division of Endocrinology, Diabetes 
and Metabolism, Touchstone Diabetes Research Center at the University of Texas, Southwestern 
Medical Center, in Dallas, Texas. In addition to having being a member of the Publications 
Committee for the American Diabetes Association (ADA), Dr. Davidson has been on the editorial 
boards of several publications and he is presently in the Editorial Board of the Journal of Diabetes 
and the Journal of the Mexican Society of Nutrition and Endocrinology. He has published 
numerous book chapters and over 150 articles in English, French and Spanish for US, Latin 
American, and European journals and has presented at national and international associations and 
symposia. Dr. Davidson is a lifetime member of the International Diabetes Federation and a 
member of the Task Force on Epidemiology. He has served the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention on several positions, including the Translation Advisory Committee as well as the 
Latino Advisory Board. He was a member of the National Diabetes Advisory Board and National 
Institutes of Health and an advisor to the US Food and Drug Administration on endocrinology 
and metabolic diseases. He also served as an advisor to the Texas Department of Health Services. 
Prior to that position he chaired the Texas Diabetes Council. A fellow of both the American 
College of Physicians and the American College of Endocrinology as well as the Inter-American 
College of Physicians and Surgeons, Dr. Davidson is an honorary fellow of the Costa Rican 
College of Physicians, the Dominican Society of Endocrinology, the Colombian Association of 
Internal Medicine and an honorary member of the Argentinean Diabetes Society, the Ecuadorian 
Diabetes Association, and the Spanish American Medical Association of New York. In 2011 he 
was made honorary member of the Panamanian Endocrine Society. He is also member of the 
National Academy of Medicine of Mexico. Dr. Davidson is a recipient of numerous awards and 
honors and he holds the current honorary consul post to the consulate of Costa Rica and recently 
won the 2006 Harold Rifkin Award for distinguished international service in the cause of diabetes 
at the 66th Annual Scientific Sessions of the ADA in Washington DC. The IDF-SACA Region 
gave him the Hagedorn Medal for his contributions to Diabetes in the area. More recently he was 
inducted to the Mexican Academy of Medicine and in 2008 the American College of 
Endocrinology elected him as a Master of the College. 

Patricia Mae Doykos, PhD 
Patricia Mae Doykos is Director of the Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation. She works on health 
strategy for the Foundation and leads the flagship philanthropic program, Together on 
Diabetes(r): Communities Uniting to Meet America’s Diabetes Challenge, a 5-year $100 million 
program launched in November 2010 to improve health outcomes of adult Americans living with 
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type 2 diabetes by strengthening patient self-management education, community-based 
supportive services and broad-based community mobilization. In line with the Bristol-Myers 
Squibb Foundation’s mission to reduce health disparities, this initiative targets populations 
disproportionately affected by type 2 diabetes. Patricia joined the Bristol-Myers Squibb 
Foundation in 2002 and has led U.S. and international grant making and partnership programs for 
women’s health, global HIV/AIDS, cancer, and serious mental illness. She received her B.A. for 
a double major in Government and German from Dartmouth College, M.A. in German Studies 
from the University of Virginia and her PhD in Cultural Studies and German Literature from New 
York University. She lives in Titusville, New Jersey with her son. 

Keith C. Ferdinand, MD, FACC, FAHA 
Dr. Keith Ferdinand is the Professor of Clinical Medicine, Cardiology Division, Tulane 
University School of Medicine and Chair of the National Forum for Heart Disease and Stroke 
prevention. Dr. Ferdinand was a member of the ALLHAT Data Safety and Monitoring Board and 
chair of Section Four of the Sixth Report of the Joint National Committee. Dr. Ferdinand has 
written for Cardiology Clinics, Annual of Drug Therapy, and Cardiovascular Diseases in Blacks. 
Dr. Ferdinand is Editor-in-Chief of the 2009 Educational Review Manual in Cardiovascular 
Disease (Castle Connolly). He is co-author of Overcoming Katrina: African American Voices 
from the Crescent City and Beyond (Palgrave McMillan 2009), a collection of 27 oral histories. 
He also is co-editor of Cardiovascular Disease in Racial & Ethnic Minorities (Humana Press 
2009). In 2004, Dr. Ferdinand received the Louis B. Russell, Jr. Memorial Award of the 
American Heart Association and the Walter M. Booker Community Service Award of the 
Association of Black Cardiologists. In 2010 he was recognized by the Congressional Black 
Caucus Health Braintrust with an award for journalism and the Charles Drew award for medical 
excellence in conjunction with the National Minority Quality Forum. 

Congresswoman Marcia L. Fudge  
Congresswoman Marcia L. Fudge of Ohio’s 11th District is a committed public servant who 
brings a hard-working, problem-solving spirit to Congress and to the task of creating jobs, 
attacking predatory lending, and improving health care, small business, and education. These 
characteristics were honed while serving as Warrensville Heights’ first African American female 
Mayor. As the city’s top executive, Congresswoman Fudge led Warrensville Heights in building 
200 new homes and shoring up a sagging retail base. Congresswoman Fudge put her strong work 
ethic into practice in her appointments on House Committees and Caucus seats. On the 
Agriculture Committee, she continues her commitment to ending childhood obesity in a 
generation, stamping out hunger and monitoring the safety of our food supply. On the Education 
and the Workforce Committee, the Congresswoman is a strong advocate for policies to strengthen 
our education system and promote job creation. Additionally, she was an early, and continues to 
be a strong, voice for voter protection. Congresswoman Fudge is past National President of Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. Professionally, she earned a bachelor’s degree in business 
administration from The Ohio State University and a law degree from Cleveland-Marshall 
College of Law, Cleveland State University. Congresswoman Fudge is now serving in her third 
consecutive full term. She was elected in a special election in November 2008, re-elected in the 
general election that was held that same month and most recently in 2012. She is highly respected 
by her congressional colleagues for her insight, wisdom, and honesty. In 2012, the 
Congresswoman was unanimously elected by her colleagues to serve as Chairwoman of the 
Congressional Black Caucus in the 113th Congress. As a dedicated public servant, she begins 
each morning with a firm promise “to do the people’s work”. That simple philosophy defines this 
Congresswoman of substance and character who always keeps her promise. 
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James R. Gavin III, MD, PhD 
James R. Gavin III, MD, PhD is Chief Executive Officer and Chief Medical Officer of Healing 
Our Village, Inc., Clinical Professor of Medicine, Emory University School of Medicine, and at 
Indiana University School of Medicine. He is past president of the Morehouse School of 
Medicine. He was senior scientific officer at the Howard Hughes Medical Institute (HHMI) from 
1991-2002 and director of the HHMI-National Institutes of Health Research Scholars Program 
from 2000-2002. Before joining HHMI, he was professor and chief of the Diabetes Section, and 
William K. Warren Professor for Diabetes Studies at the University of Oklahoma Health Sciences 
Center. He belongs to a number of organizations, including the Institute of Medicine of the 
National Academies of Sciences, the American Diabetes Association, the American Society of 
Clinical Investigation, and the American Association of Physicians. He is a past president of the 
American Diabetes Association (ADA). Dr. Gavin has published more than 220 articles and 
abstracts in such publications as Science, Journal of Applied Physiology, Diabetes, and the 
American Journal of Physiology. He is author of “Healing our Village: A Self-Care guide for 
diabetes control”, 3rd Edition (with L. Coleman), and “Dr. Gavin’s Health Guide for African 
Americans” (with S. Landrum). Dr. Gavin has received many honors and he is Chairman of the 
Board for the Partnership for a Healthier America, an organization that works intimately with 
First Lady Michelle Obama’s Let’s Move Initiative to reduce childhood obesity. He received a 
B.S. from Livingstone College, a Ph.D. from Emory University, and his M.D. from Duke 
University School of Medicine. 

Gary H. Gibbons, MD  
Dr. Gary H. Gibbons is Director of the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute (NHLBI) at the 
National Institutes of Health (NIH), where he oversees the third largest institute at the NIH, with 
an annual budget of more than $3 billion and a staff of 917 federal employees. The NHLBI 
provides global leadership for research, training, and education programs to promote the 
prevention and treatment of heart, lung, and blood diseases and enhance the health of all 
individuals so that they can live longer and more fulfilling lives. Before joining the NHLBI, Dr. 
Gibbons served as the founding director of the Cardiovascular Research Institute, chairperson of 
the Department of Physiology, and professor of physiology and medicine at the Morehouse 
School of Medicine, in Atlanta. Under his leadership of the Cardiovascular Research Institute, Dr. 
Gibbons directed NIH-funded research in the fields of vascular biology, genomic medicine, and 
the pathogenesis of vascular diseases. During his tenure, the Cardiovascular Research Institute 
emerged as a center of excellence, leading the way in discoveries related to the cardiovascular 
health of minority populations. Dr. Gibbons received several patents for innovations derived from 
his research in the fields of vascular biology and the pathogenesis of vascular diseases. Dr. 
Gibbons earned his undergraduate degree from Princeton University in Princeton, N.J., and 
graduated magna cum laude from Harvard Medical School in Boston. He completed his residency 
and cardiology fellowship at the Harvard-affiliated Brigham and Women’s Hospital in Boston. 
Prior to joining the Morehouse School of Medicine in 1999, Dr. Gibbons was a member of the 
faculty at Stanford University in Stanford, Calif., from 1990-1996, and at Harvard Medical 
School from 1996-1999. Throughout his career, Dr. Gibbons has received numerous honors, 
including election to the Institute of Medicine of the National Academies of Sciences; selection as 
a Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Minority Faculty Development Awardee; selection as a Pew 
Foundation Biomedical Scholar; and recognition as an Established Investigator of the American 
Heart Association (AHA). 

Andrea Goldstein, NP, MS, MPH 
Andrea Goldstein, Scientific Director of Liver Diseases at Onyx Pharmaceuticals, has worked in 
and researched liver disease and liver cancer for over 17 years. Ms. Goldstein began her career as 
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a nurse practitioner, went on to receive an M.S. in nursing, and ultimately a Masters in Public 
Health from UCLA. While managing the clinical aspects of Onyx’s liver cancer initiatives, Ms. 
Goldstein is also enrolled in Rush University’s PhD program, where her research is focused on 
improving the scientific understanding of the health vulnerabilities of certain populations and 
how social determinants impact health outcomes—primarily liver cancer. During her 17 year 
career as a researcher and practitioner, Ms. Goldstein’s research has focused on understanding 
minority health issues and how socioeconomic factors impact health. In 2000, under the direction 
of Dr. Christopher Shackleton, Ms. Goldstein initiated the living donor liver transplant program at 
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center in Los Angeles, where the majority of patients were transplanted for 
liver cancer. Together, Dr. Shackleton and Ms. Goldstein have presented their findings across the 
country and internationally. 

J. Nadine Gracia, MD, MSCE 
Dr. J. Nadine Gracia is the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Minority Health and the Director of the 
Office of Minority Health at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). The 
Office of Minority Health is dedicated to improving the health of racial and ethnic minority 
populations through the development of health policies and programs that will help eliminate 
health disparities. A pediatrician with epidemiology training, Dr. Gracia has served in academic 
medicine and government. From 2010 to 2011, she was the Chief Medical Officer for the HHS 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Health (OASH). She provided programmatic and policy 
leadership and coordination of a portfolio that included child and adolescent health, climate 
change, disaster preparedness, environmental health, global health, Haiti recovery, and the White 
House Council on Women and Girls. Most recently, she led the development of HHS’s 2012 
environmental justice strategy, which addresses the disproportionate exposure of minority and 
low-income communities and Indian tribes to environmental hazards and promotes healthy 
community environments. Dr. Gracia received a Master of Science in Clinical Epidemiology 
from the University of Pennsylvania and a medical degree from the University of Pittsburgh 
School of Medicine. Dr. Gracia completed pediatrics residency and served as Chief Pediatrics 
Resident at Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh. She is board-certified in pediatrics and is a fellow 
of the American Academy of Pediatrics. Dr. Gracia is an advocate for minority and vulnerable 
populations and lectures nationwide on health disparities and children’s health. She is a National 
President Emeritus of the Student National Medical Association and a past Postgraduate 
Physician Trustee of the National Medical Association. 

Charles D. Howell, MD 
Dr. Charles Howell is Professor of Medicine in the Department of Medicine, Division of 
Gastroenterology, and Director of Hepatology Research at the University of Maryland School of 
Medicine. Dr. Howell’s clinical interests include management of chronic liver diseases, 
particularly hepatitis B and C, primary biliary cirrhosis and autoimmune hepatitis. He has 3 main 
research interests: 1) understanding the pathogenesis of liver injury due to chronic hepatitis C; 2) 
studying host genes and cellular pathways that mediate HCV clearance spontaneously and during 
interferon and ribavirin therapy; and 3) racial disparities in hepatitis C and primary hepatocellular 
carcinoma. Dr. Howell has had a long-standing interest in racial disparities in chronic hepatitis C 
treatment, and was an investigator in the NIDDK VIRAHEP-C study. He is currently Principal 
Investigator in patient oriented research to study Racial Disparities in Liver Diseases (sponsored 
by the NIDDK) and another study of Ribavirin Pharmacokinetics and HCV treatment outcomes. 
He has been a regular presenter at the Digestive Disease Week and AASLD annual scientific 
meetings, among others. 
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Michelle Johnson, MD 
Dr. Michelle Johnson is the assistant chief of cardiology, associate attending at Memorial Sloan 
Kettering Cancer Center, MSKCC. She received her Doctor of Medicine degree from Cornell 
University College of Medicine; and her Master of Public Health degree from Harvard University 
School of Public Health, where she was also a Commonwealth Fund Harvard University Fellow 
in minority health policy. Her post graduate training was at Beth Israel Medical Center in New 
York. She is a Fellow of the American College of Cardiology, and she is board certified in 
cardiovascular disease and nuclear cardiology. Dr. Johnson has served in various organizations, 
medical societies and health advisory boards focusing on community outreach for cardiovascular 
disease in women and minorities as well as the cardiovascular complications of cancer care. At 
present she is the chair of the women’s health committee of the Association of Black 
Cardiologists. She has been named in the past by Castle Connolly as one of NYC top doctors and 
has most recently been recognized by American Foundation of the University of the West Indies 
with the Caribbean Luminary Award, for her educational outreach and clinical contributions. She 
is the fellowship director of the cardio-oncology fellowship at MSKCC. 

June Keenan 
June Keenan is a mission driven health care executive. Prior to championing Activity Works, she 
spent her entire career innovating at the intersection of social policy and public health, gaining a 
well-earned reputation for developing new solutions to problems in the areas of healthcare 
delivery and financing, as well as public health. After earning her MSW and MPH at Columbia 
University, Ms. Keenan joined the team at the Greater New York Hospital Association 
(GNYHA), where she lead efforts to highlight the plight of millions of uninsured New Yorkers 
who relied heavily on the City’s overcrowded hospital emergency rooms. In 1984, Ms. Keenan 
founded HealthScope Management Services, a consulting firm specializing in helping providers 
operationalize community health and public policy initiatives. HealthScope became a national 
and local leader for its work with Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHC’s) and its pioneering 
work is designing and implementing New York State’s Medicaid Managed Care Demonstration 
Program. In the early 1990’s, Ms. Keenan founded HealthScope/United. This health-plan 
management organization deployed non-profit sponsors to develop and own what became the 
state’s most successful prepaid health insurance plans serving Medicaid and Child Heath Plus 
members. In the late 1990’s, Ms. Keenan returned to her consulting roots.  Ms. Keenan’s 
consulting portfolio included some of the New York region’s premier hospitals and health 
systems, including Montefiore Medical Center, New York City Health and Hospitals Corp., 
Catholic Medical Centers of Brooklyn and Queens, Lutheran Medical Center and North Shore LIJ 
Health System. In 2003, Ms. Keenan joined the leadership team at North Shore LIJ Health 
System, serving as Senior Vice President of Community Health and Public Policy. While at the 
Health System, Ms. Keenan headed its childhood obesity initiative, which lead to the 
development of the initial prototype for Activity Works. In June 2009, Ms. Keenan and her 
partners formed Kinetic Learning Enterprises to further develop and produce the Activity Works 
program. As Chairman and CEO, Ms. Keenan lead the company’s mission to bring a growing 
array of Activity Works episodes to classrooms nationwide. 

Jeremy A. Lazarus, MD 
Dr. Jeremy A. Lazarus, a board-certified psychiatrist in private practice in Denver, became the 
167th president of the American Medical Association in June 2012. He is a past president of the 
Colorado Medical Society, the Colorado Psychiatric Society and the Arapahoe County Medical 
Society. Dr. Lazarus’ experience in both psychiatry and private practice has enabled him to serve 
as an effective advocate in organized medicine. He has been one of the AMA’s chief 
spokespersons on the uninsured and is the AMA’s representative to the Joining Forces initiative, 
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a program of the nation’s first lady that assists veterans with traumatic brain injury, post-
traumatic stress disorder and post-combat depression. A distinguished fellow and past speaker of 
the assembly of the American Psychiatric Association (APA), Dr. Lazarus is the author of 
numerous publications on ethics, economics and managed care issues. His newest book is 
Entering Private Practice: A Handbook for Psychiatrists. Born in Chicago, Dr. Lazarus attended 
Northwestern University, where he graduated with a bachelor’s degree in chemistry. He received 
a medical degree with honors in psychiatry from the University of Illinois College of Medicine. 
He is a clinical professor of psychiatry at the University of Colorado Denver School of Medicine 
and a voluntary professor of psychiatry at the University of Miami Leonard M. Miller School of 
Medicine. Dr. Lazarus received the Colorado Psychiatric Society Outstanding Achievement 
Award in 2008 and the APA’s Distinguished Service Award in 2012. In 2005 he received a 
teaching award from the University of Colorado Health Sciences Center (UCHSC) Department of 
Psychiatry. Dr. Lazarus and his wife, Debbie, are the proud parents of three sons and have eight 
very special grandchildren. 

Seth Lloyd, PhD 
Seth Lloyd is Professor of Mechanical Engineering at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
He is the director of the WM Keck Center for Extreme Quantum Information Theory at MIT, the 
director of the Program in Quantum Information at the Institute for Scientific Interchange, and 
Miller Fellow at the Santa Fe Institute. Professor Lloyd earned his A.B. degree in Physics from 
Harvard University, his Masters of Advanced Study in Mathematics and M.Phil. in History and 
Philosophy of Science from Cambridge University, and his Ph.D. in Physics from Rockefeller 
University. He joined the MIT faculty in 1994. Professor Lloyd teaches and performs research in 
quantum information theory and complex systems. Professor Lloyd’s research focuses on the role 
of information in physical and mechanical systems, with an emphasis on quantum mechanical 
systems. He was the first to propose a technologically feasible design for a quantum computer, 
and has worked with groups at MIT and other institutions around the world to construct and 
operate quantum computers using quantum optics, nuclear magnetic resonance, quantum dots, 
and superconducting systems. Professor Lloyd’s research includes work on the characterization of 
complex systems, including problems of design and control of such systems. Recently, he has 
worked on the role of quantum coherence in living systems, participating in the demonstration 
that quantum coherence plays a crucial role in guaranteeing the efficiency of energy transport in 
photosynthesis. Professor Lloyd is the author of over 180 papers in referenced journals, and of a 
book, Programming the Universe, as well as of articles in Science, Nature, and Scientific 
American. He has mentored numerous graduate students and postdocs, many of whom currently 
hold faculty positions in academia, including MIT, USC, University of Washington, Bristol 
University, Imperial College, Leeds University, University of Pavia, Dartmouth, Scuola Normale 
Superiore Pisa, National University of Singapore. Professor Lloyd has received awards for 
research and teaching, including the Lindbergh, Edgerton, and Quantum Communication, 
Measurement, and Computation prizes. He is a fellow of the American Physical Society and 
adjunct professor at the Santa Fe Institute. 

Edward L. Martinez  
Edward L. Martinez is a health care executive with over 30 years of experience in executive 
leadership and consulting with a focus on improving quality of care in organizations serving 
racially, ethnically, culturally, and linguistically diverse populations. As an executive with the 
National Association of Public Hospitals and Health Systems (NAPH), he worked in 
collaboration with other national, state and local organizations to provide quality health care to 
underserved/underinsured/uninsured communities. Mr. Martinez was appointed to the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services Advisory Committee on Minority Health in 2008 and 
is the 2013 Board Chair of the American Hospital Association’s Institute for Diversity in Health 
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Management. Prior to joining NAPH, he was Associate Director for Programs with the American 
International Health Alliance in Washington D.C., a USAID-supported organization that 
managed partnerships between U.S. health care systems and those in countries of the former 
Soviet Union, Central and Eastern Europe, and Latin America. In addition, Mr. Martinez served 
for over twenty-five years with the County of Los Angeles, where he specialized in hospital 
administration and human resources management. Mr. Martinez has been a member of a number 
of national advisory groups addressing issues of health care quality, cultural and linguistic 
competence, disparities, and literacy. He has co-authored a number of publications in the areas of 
improving access to quality care for diverse communities, addressing health disparities, and 
providing language access. In addition to earning his B.A. Degree in Philosophy from St. John's 
College in California and a M.S. Degree in Political Science/Public Administration from 
California State University at Los Angeles, Mr. Martinez completed NAPH/Pew Fellowships in 
Health Care Policy and Management at New York University and in Washington D.C. Mr. 
Martinez served in the U.S. Army from 1968 to 1970.   

Congresswoman Gwen Moore 
Congresswoman Moore represents Wisconsin’s 4th Congressional District and is a member of the 
prestigious House Committee on Financial Services. She also sits on the House Budget 
Committee and is a member of the Democratic Steering and Policy Committee. Congresswoman 
Moore was elected Democratic Co-Chair of the Congressional Women’s Caucus by her fellow 
female colleagues. She has held this position since January 2011. In this capacity, she has become 
a leader on issues like health insurance reform, women’s health, domestic violence and maternal 
and infant mortality – problems that affect women both at home and abroad. Congresswoman 
Moore has been tapped as a leader on world affairs for four consecutive years as a U.S. delegate 
to the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe’s (OSCE) Parliamentary Assembly. 
In that role, Congresswoman Moore has pushed the OSCE nations to address the high global 
maternal mortality rates. She has worked to improve the health of women and to deal with the 
vulture funds that prey on poor nations that have been selected to benefit from global debt relief 
efforts. When it comes to our troops, Representative Moore has been a strong advocate for 
boosting the efforts of the U.S. Department of Defense and Veterans Affairs Department to 
ensure our nation’s service members and veterans get the care they need to successfully address 
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). In order to combat the stigmas associated with PTSD, 
Congresswoman Moore has introduced legislation to promote confidential mental health care 
services for members of the military. She has also supported increased funding for PTSD research 
and treatment programs. With her colleagues, Congresswoman Moore has led efforts urging the 
Army to help reduce the perception that seeking mental health counseling will negatively impact 
a person’s military career and promotion prospects. 

Keith C. Norris, MD, FACP, FASN 
Dr. Keith C. Norris is an internationally recognized research investigator and health policy leader 
who has been instrumental in shaping national health policy and clinical practice guidelines. He 
ranks among the top 50 most highly funded National Institutes of Health investigators in the 
nation, and among the three most highly cited scientists in the area of chronic kidney disease and 
health disparities. Dr. Norris is board certified in internal medicine and nephrology, and he is an 
American Society of Hypertension, Specialist in Clinical Hypertension. In 1995, Dr. Norris was 
selected to join the inaugural National Kidney Foundation (NKF) Dialysis Outcomes Quality 
Initiative, where he worked for a decade helping to transform practice guidelines and national 
health policy for patients with chronic kidney disease. He presently serves as a member of the 
NKF Kidney Early Evaluation Program executive committee and the American Association of 
Kidney Patients Medical Advisory Board. He has extensive experience in patient recruitment and 
retention and community-partnered research within the South Los Angeles community. He was 
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the CDU principal investigator for the NIH funded African American Study of Kidney Disease 
and Hypertension (AASK), the largest comparative drug intervention trial focusing on renal 
outcomes conducted in African Americans. Dr. Norris has received numerous honors and awards 
from students, peers, community, and professional organizations. He has co-authored over 275 
articles in peer-reviewed journals and textbook chapters, and over 235 scientific abstracts. He 
currently serves as the editor of the international journal Ethnicity and Disease, a 
multidisciplinary journal focusing on minority ethnic population differences in health promotion 
and disease prevention, including research in the areas of epidemiology, genetics, health services, 
social biology, and medical anthropology. He is also an associate editor elect for the Journal of 
the American Society of Nephrology. 

William D. O’Leary, J.D.  
William O’Leary is Senior Director and Chief Health Policy Officer, Microsoft Corporation. Mr. 
O’Leary engages senior government, business and health leaders regarding Microsoft’s policy, 
citizenship, business development and Government affairs priorities. Mr. O’Leary leads national 
health policy forums with government and business leaders, foundations and thought leaders, in 
communities across the country; focusing on strategies to build “healthier communities” through 
technology, health, education and economic development partnerships. The former Secretary of 
Health and Human Services in Massachusetts, responsible for a $9 billion budget, Mr. O’Leary 
chaired the two-year Massachusetts Health Care Task Force which preceded implementation of 
that state’s health reform. He oversaw the most dramatic expansion of children’s health coverage 
in the country resulting in less than 5% uninsured. Mr. O’Leary developed MassCares, a 
comprehensive technology based initiative to better integrate service delivery to children and 
families in fifteen targeted cities. An attorney, and graduate of Western New England College 
School of Law, Mr. O’Leary holds a Master’s degree from the School of Criminal Justice at the 
State University of New York in Albany, and a Bachelor in Arts degree from the University of 
Massachusetts. 

Kim Prendergast, RD, MPP  
Kim Prendergast is Consulting Project Manager for the National Diabetes Initiative at Feeding 
America. She is a nonprofit director, dietitian, and consultant whose work is focused on assuring 
that all people have access to nutritious food and medical care. For more than a decade, Ms. 
Prendergast has worked with Feeding America, the nation’s largest hunger relief organization, 
supporting the national nutrition strategy and expanding food bank nutrition education and 
culinary training programs. She currently manages Feeding America’s Diabetes Initiative. This 
three-year pilot project, funded by the Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation, is addressing the 
epidemic of diabetes in low-income communities through food bank-health care partnerships. Ms. 
Prendergast also serves as the Executive Director of the MetroWest Free Medical Program, a free 
clinic in the Boston area that provides free medical care to nearly 2,000 uninsured and 
underinsured patients each year. She holds a Masters Degree in Public Policy from the University 
of Chicago and dual Bachelors of Science degrees in Dietetics and Nutrition, Fitness & Health 
from Purdue University. 

Gary A. Puckrein, PhD 
Dr. Gary A. Puckrein is President and Chief Executive Officer of the National Minority Quality 
Forum. The Forum is dedicated to improving the quality of health care through the use of 
evidence-based, data-driven initiatives. The Forum maintains a centralized data warehouse of 
vital statistics, demographics, environmental information, provider claims, prescription drug use, 
clinical laboratory values, health-care access points, and other data. The Forum employs these 
data resources to build World Wide Web–based indexes and atlases that enable users to measure 
and forecast health status and disease prevalence in small geographic areas, evaluate the impact 
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of specific interventions, and monitor changes in health outcomes. Dr. Puckrein is considered a 
preeminent authority on health information products and was the publisher of American Visions 
and Minority Health Today. Dr. Puckrein has served on numerous health-care advisory boards, 
including the National Advisory Board on Health Disparities for the Health Research and 
Educational Trust (American Hospital Association), the CLAS/Health Disparities Expert Panel 
(National Committee for Quality Assurance), and the Pharmacy Education Advisory Council 
(American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy). Between 1974 and 1992, Dr. Puckrein taught 
and lectured at Brown University, Rutgers University, Connecticut College, and Roger Williams 
College. Dr. Puckrein has received many awards and honors, including being named a visiting 
scholar and fellow at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of American History and a visiting 
fellow at Princeton University. He was awarded doctoral and master’s degrees in history from 
Brown University, and a bachelor’s degree from California State University at Los Angeles. 

Michael D. Robinson 
Michael D. Robinson is General Manager, United States Health & Life Sciences, Microsoft 
Corporation. Mr. Robinson is responsible for $2 Billion in revenue and driving Microsoft’s 
business initiatives into commercial and public sector organizations across Provider, Payer, Life 
Sciences, Public Health and Human Services verticals. These initiatives include sales, technology 
partnerships, solution areas, marketing, standards and advocacy. He brings to his position over 30 
years of sales, technology and management experience. Mr. Robinson joined Microsoft in 
January 2002 where his previous positions include General Manager Public Sector Middle East 
and Africa, General Manager New York Metro District, and General Manager Mid-Atlantic 
District. His background includes executive management, enterprise sales, project management 
and business strategy development. Prior to joining Microsoft, he served as Vice President 
Operations for Hitachi Data Systems Solutions Corporation (HDSS), where his duties entailed 
development, sales and delivery of complex business solutions for customers worldwide. Mr. 
Robinson has served as Vice President professional services for Hitachi Data Systems, managing 
director of services for Sterling Software; and president of minority-owned IT consulting firm 
Robinson-Cole and Associates. A graduate of National-Louis University in Chicago, Mr. 
Robinson received a bachelor’s of science degree in management. He also holds an executive 
MBA from Pace University in New York. Mr. Robinson serves on the Board of Directors of the 
New York Urban League (Board Chair), National Foundation for Teaching Entrepreneurship 
(NFTE), Information Technology Senior Manager Forum (ITSMF), Pace University School of 
Business Advisory Board and the Howard University School of Business Information Systems 
Advisory Board. In recognition of his commitment to strengthening communities he has received 
multiple awards including the prestigious Frederick Douglas Award from the New York Urban 
League, and the Harlem YMCA Black Achievers in Industry Award. 

Shaun Robinson 
Emmy Award-winning journalist and recipient of DOVE’s prestigious Real Beauty Award, 
Shaun Robinson is a true role model. As an author, entrepreneur, philanthropist, and television 
personality, she has won the respect and admiration of millions of daily viewers. Ms. Robinson 
has contributed reports to the Today Show, MSNBC, CNN, and NBC Nightly News; she has also 
been featured as a panelist on “Larry King Live” and as a guest co-host on “The View” and “The 
Joy Behar Show.” Ms. Robinson can currently be seen as the popular weekend co-anchor and 
correspondent for the entertainment news show “Access Hollywood.” Charismatic and talented, 
Ms. Robinson won an Emmy for her live coverage of “A Grand Night in Harlem” for the Black 
Sports and Entertainment Hall of Fame. She has also been a featured columnist for Essence.com 
and Cosmopolitan Magazine. She captivated audiences as the premiere host of TV One Access, 
for which she received the award of “Outstanding Coverage of Race & Ethnicity” from Columbia 
University. The Ford Foundation also honored her for her special on “Missing in the Media.” Ms. 



Tenth Annual Summit on Health Disparities/CBC Health Braintrust Meeting & Awards Dinner: 
Biographical Sketches 

 15 

Robinson has graced the large and small screens numerous times with roles in Bruce Almighty, 
Dr. Dolittle 2, Law & Order, Monk, Everybody Hates Chris, Charmed, Days of our Lives, The 
Proud Family, Half & Half, and more. Ms. Robinson’s versatility has launched her additional 
success as the author of Exactly As I Am, a book about girls and self-esteem that brings together 
the collected wisdom of both superstar women and everyday teenagers. The book encourages 
girls to be more comfortable in their own skin and to embark on the path to becoming tomorrow’s 
leaders. Prioritizing the goal of being a positive role model, this dynamo devotes her time to 
many charitable organizations and she currently sits on the national board of Girls, Inc. She has 
also worked with the Los Angeles County “Share Your Heart, Share Your Home” program and 
the national literacy organization, JumpStart. Ms. Robinson is a native of Detroit, Michigan and 
currently resides in Los Angeles. 

Leon Rodriguez 
Leon Rodriguez is the Director of the Office for Civil Rights of the US Department of Health and 
Human Services. From January 2010 until September 2001, Leon was the Chief of Staff and 
Deputy Assistant Attorney General for the US Department of Justice Civil Rights Division. In 
addition to overseeing the administrative operations of the Civil Rights Division, Leon’s 
leadership portfolio includes civil rights matters involving discrimination based on national origin 
and immigration status, legislative affairs and community outreach. From May 2007 to January 
2010, Leon served as the County Attorney for Montgomery County, Maryland. From May 2001 
to May 2007, he was a shareholder in the Health Law department of the law firm of Ober, Kaler, 
Grimes & Shriver. While in private practice, Leon served on the board of the Montgomery 
County Primary Care Coalition, an organization that developed and implemented health care 
programs for uninsured County residents. From 1997 to 2001, he was an Assistant U.S. Attorney 
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania assigned to the prosecution of health care fraud cases. Leon served as 
the First Assistant U.S. Attorney from 1999 to 2001, and as the Chief of the White Collar Crimes 
Section from 1998 to 1999. From 1994 to 1997, Leon served as a trial attorney in the Criminal 
Section of the U.S. Department of Justice, Civil Rights Division. Prior to his first DOJ stint, Leon 
was an Assistant District Attorney in Brooklyn, NY for six years. Leon is a graduate of Brown 
University and Boston College Law School and is fluent in Spanish and French. 

Bruce Siegel, MD, MPH 
Dr. Bruce Siegel is the President and Chief Executive Officer of the National Association of 
Public Hospitals. Dr. Siegel has an extensive background in health care management, policy and 
public health. Before joining NAPH, he served as Director of the Center for Health Care Quality 
and Professor of Health Policy at the George Washington University School of Public Health and 
Health Services. He also previously served as President and CEO of two NAPH members: Tampa 
General Healthcare and the New York City Health and Hospitals Corporation. In addition, Dr. 
Siegel has served as Commissioner of Health of the State of New Jersey. Among many 
accomplishments, Dr. Siegel has led groundbreaking work on quality and equity for the Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation, as well as projects for the Commonwealth Fund, the California 
Endowment, and the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality. He also was ranked as one of 
the “50 Most Influential Physician Executives” and one of the “100 Most Influential People in 
Healthcare” in 2011 by Modern Healthcare. Currently, he chairs the National Advisory Council 
for Healthcare Research and Quality. Dr. Siegel earned an A.B. from Princeton University, a 
Doctor of Medicine from Cornell University Medical College, and a Master of Public Health 
from Johns Hopkins University School of Hygiene and Public Health. 

Conrad Smith, MD 
Dr. Conrad Smith is the Director of the Cardiac Catheterization Laboratory at UPMC 
Presbyterian Hospital. His clinical interests are in the areas of interventional cardiology where he 
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has a very active practice in coronary intervention. He also has extensive experience in the 
treatment of mitral valve stenosis with mitral valvuloplasty, an alternative to surgical therapy for 
mitral valve disease in selected patients. With his extensive clinical experience, Dr. Smith travels 
internationally to share his perspectives on the practice of interventional cardiology. His research 
interests are primarily in the areas of mitral regurgitation and the analysis of outcomes after 
percutaneous coronary intervention. He has also focused on research pertaining to disparities in 
the treatment of coronary artery disease. As the Director of the Cardiac Catheterization 
Laboratory, he is overseeing the development of UPMC Presbyterian’s cath lab database system, 
which will provide a wealth of research potential to evaluate various aspects in interventional 
cardiology. Dr. Smith also has served as the Governor of the Western Pennsylvania Chapter of 
the American College of Cardiology where he had the unique opportunity to directly impact the 
practice of cardiology in this region. 

Farhad Zangeneh, MD, FACP, FACE 
Dr. Zangeneh is Assistant Clinical Professor of Medicine at George Washington University 
School of Medicine in Washington, DC. He is the medical director of the Endocrine, Diabetes 
and Osteoporosis Clinic (EDOC) in Sterling, Virginia. Following internship and residency in 
internal medicine at Thomas Jefferson University Hospitals of Jefferson Medical College in 
Philadelphia, Dr. Zangeneh completed clinical and research fellowships in diabetes, 
endocrinology, metabolism, and nutrition at the Mayo Graduate School of Medicine at the Mayo 
Clinic and Foundation for Medical Research in Rochester, Minnesota. He is a fellow of the 
American College of Endocrinology and American College of Physicians. Dr. Zangeneh is 
certified by the American Board of Internal Medicine and has a subspecialty certification in 
Endocrinology, Diabetes and Metabolism. Dr. Zangeneh has served the American Association of 
Clinical Endocrinologists (AACE) in numerous capacities. He serves on the editorial boards of 
many peer reviewed journals including Endocrine Practice. Dr. Zangeneh is published in several 
peer-reviewed journals including American Journal of Physiology-Endocrinology and 
Metabolism, Mayo Clinic Proceedings, Endocrine Practice, Thyroid, Diabetes Care, 
Postgraduate Medicine, and Endocrine Trends. He has received numerous awards including the 
AACE Young Investigator Award and research grants from the Endocrine Fellows Foundation. 
Dr. Zangeneh’s research interests include the interplay between insulin resistance and impaired 
insulin secretion in the natural history of type 2 diabetes mellitus. He has ongoing research 
projects studying the epidemic of Vitamin D deficiency. 


